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Sudan seeks help to prepare nmaster plans

K. P. Varan

THE Sudanese Gover nment has asked t he Economi ¢ Pl anning Unit's assi stance
to draw up a devel opnent pl an based on the Ml aysi an nodel to enabl e
Khartoumto switch froma predom nantly agricul ture-based econony to one
that stresses industrial devel opnent.

Sudanese I nvestment and I ndustry M nister Dr Abdel HalimAl Mitafi told
the New Straits Tines that Sudan wanted to |l earn fromthe Ml aysi an
experience inits bid to diversify its econony, especially in identifying
and enbarking on industrial and hi gh-tech projects.

Abdel Halim who was on a three-day visit to Malaysia fromNov 12 to 15,
where he held talks with several governnent agencies and the private
sector, said his Government wanted to use revenue derived fromthe
petrol eumsector to spur other industrial activities.

He said during his discussion with EPU of ficials he had expressed his
Governnent's desire to enul ate the series of master plans adopted by
Mal aysi a si nce i ndependence whi ch has brought progress and better Iiving
standards for the people.

"I have asked for EPU s help in this area and they are very keen. On ny
returnto Khartoum | will be sending an official request on the matter.

"W hope a joint teaminvol ving Mal aysi an and Sudanese officials could
be established to hel p draw up a strategi c devel opment plan for Sudan for
t he next 25 years based on the framework of previous master plans
i mpl emented in Mal aysia," he said.

Abdel Halimsaid during his previous visit to Kuala Lunmpur in May, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had gi ven hi man assurance t hat
Mal aysi an agenci es woul d do everyt hi ng possi bl e to hel p Sudan.

He said during this visit he | earnt nore about Ml aysia's Milti-nedia
Super Corridor concept and wants cl oser co-operation in the information
t echnol ogy sector so that nore Sudanese woul d be conputer and I T literate.

"During ny talks with your business | eaders, | explained the need for
i nvestnment in the power, pharmaceutical, tel econmunications, aerospace,
car manufacturing, mning, ports and agriculture-related activities.

"There are al ready Ml aysi an entrepreneurs in Sudan and with this visit
I hope nore joint ventures will be | aunched which can bring nutua
benefits to both countries,” he said.

He stressed that the energy sector was cruci al to Sudan's devel opnent
and there is a need to establish i ndependent power producers to enabl e the
country to enbark on high-tech and other industries.

On education, he hoped joint projects could be established so that
concepts such as smart school s and i ntroducti on of conputer studies inthe
curriculumcoul d be introduced i n Sudan

He said the political climte in Sudan is inproving and the politica
parti es have begun canpai gning for the polls schedul ed for | ate next
nmont h.

"I'n spite of the di stance bet ween Mal aysi a and Sudan, there are many
conmon t hi ngs between the two countries," he said.
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