14/ 04/ 2000
Sunmit's views to be relayed to G 7 | eaders

Har dev Kaur in Havana

THE out come and deci sions of the Goup of 77 (G 77) Summt will be
presented to the | eaders of the world' s devel oped nations, the G oup of
Seven (G 7).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will propose that the
chairman of G 77 be authorised to submt the views and concerns of
devel oping countries to the G 7 in Japan.

Dr Mahathir will seek endorsenent fromthe plenary session of the G77
Sunmt for Chief Arthur C I. Manefo of Nigeria, as chairman of G77, to
present the views to G 7 when they neet in inawa, Japan, fromJuly 21 to
23. The G 7 groups the United States, the United Kingdom France, ltaly,
Canada, Japan and Ger nany.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said the nove to present
the coll ective views of devel oping countries to the G7 would denonstrate
the solidarity of G 77.

Since the devel oped nations woul d del i berate on gl obal issues, such as
gl obalisation, financial flows, reforns of the financial architecture,
poverty reduction, third world debt and currency exchange rates, it is
i mportant that they obtain views of G 77.

The deci sion and outcone of G 7 have far reaching inpact on devel opi ng
countries even though they are not involved in the discussions nor are
their views and concerns taken into account.

The Pl aza Accord, for exanple, which decided on the exchange rate of the
yen agai nst the US dollar had an adverse i npact on the econoni es of
devel opi ng countri es.

The Sunmit of G 77, the first since it was set up in 1964, is seen as
being "relevant” and is not just rhetoric and a "speakers club". The
plight of its nenbers is being taken very seriously and efforts are being
made to ensure that the devel oped world takes note of these concerns.

Meanwhi | e, Syed Hanid said the response to Dr Mahathir's speech at the
openi ng of the Summit on Wednesday had been very positive. The nessage
contained in the speech was consi dered "bal anced and reasonabl e".

The Prime M nister had stressed that gl obalisation shoul d consider
resul ts rather than nethods.

"If the results are good then by all nmeans inplenent as currently
interpreted and practised, but if the result is bad for anyone, then
gl obal i sation nust be reinterpreted and nodified until the expected
results are achieved,” he told the Summt.

Dr Mahathir's message of the need for devel oping countries to be
"united" and to work together to be effective was al so taken up and echoed
by nbst of the speakers on Wednesday.

General Misharaaf of Pakistan, according to Syed Hami d, told Dr Mahathir
that he (Dr Mahathir) was not just the Ml aysian | eader but was seen as
"the | eader of devel oping countries" for his frankness, boldness and very
pragnmati c approach in sol ving probl ens.

Tanzania's Foreign Mnister also told Dr Mahathir, that he (the Prine
M ni ster) spoke for the devel oping world. "You are the voice of the
devel oping worl d. You say what we think," the ninister reportedly told the
Prime Mnister.

O hers said they had simlar views (as Malaysia) but did not articul ate
themas clearly or were afraid to do so.

( END)






	Summit's views to be relayed to G-7 leaders (NST 14/04/2000)

