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Hi zreen Kamal

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Regional Steering Committee on the Advancenent of
Rural and Island Winren for Asia-Pacific or RSCGAP will hold its second
meeti ng t onorr ow.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the two-day
nmeeting at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel.

Carrying the theme Rural and Island Wnen: Poverty and Empower ment, the
meeting is a followup to the inaugural one in Cctober 1997 which called
for the provision of micro credit for poor woren in an effort to alleviate
poverty.

First Ladies fromlran, India, Pakistan, Mongolia, Papua New Gui nea and
Laos together with special envoys fromthe Philippines, Kazakhstan, Tonga,
Mal di ves and | ndonesi a are expected to attend.

Four wor ki ng papers focusing on strategies in enmpowering poor rural
wormren wi Il be presented. They are:

* resource nobilisation, access to productive resources and enpower nent
of rural wonen;

* rural wonen, health and enpowernent (with special focus on H V/ Al DS);

* environnment and poverty: enpowering wonen for sustainabl e devel opnent;
and,

* enmpowering rural and island wonmen for power-sharing and deci si on-
maki ng positions.

On the first day of the neeting, two working papers will be presented by
Thel ma Kay of the United Nations Economic and Soci al Comni ssion for Asia
and the Pacific and Mal aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina
Mahat hi r.

The next day, working papers will be delivered by Vanessa Griffin of the
Asi a and Pacific Devel opnent Centre and Deputy Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnment Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil.

A speci al paper on Arned Conflict and the | npact of War on Wonen will be
delivered by RSC- AP chairman Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali the same
day.

On the |l ast day, delegates will nake a field trip to a wonen's
devel opnent project in Banting.

Dr Siti Hasmah, one of the co-initiators of RSC-AP, will end her second
termas its chairman next year. The neeting will decide on the next
chai rman and the host country for the next neeting.

RSC- AP, made up of First Ladies and w ves of heads of Covernnents, was
set up on Sept 5, 1995, to nonitor the Geneva Declaration at the Asia
Paci fic regional |evel.

The declaration, the result of the Rural Wonmen General Summit held in
Geneva in 1992, was organi sed by the International Fund for Agricultural
Devel opnent. It underlines, anmong others, ways for the devel opment of
rural wormen worl dw e.

The committee's secretariat is based at the Winen' s Affairs Departnent
of the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

An expert group neeting held here in 1996 produced an outline of
programes of action for RSC-AP, identifying three critical areas of
concern for the Asia-Pacific region.
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