10/ 12/ 2000
Super Ong nakes history

K. M Boopat hy

ONG BENG Hee is on aroll. Yesterday, at the JalanmDuta courts i n Kual a
Lunpur, he added the OSK Mal aysi an Open squash chanpi onshi ps to becone t he
first Malaysian towinthis title.

The Asi an chanpi on bounced back in style froma game down to beat
Australian John WIlians 16-17, 15-6, 15-8, 15-10 in 88 minutes to win his
third Professional Squash Associ ation (PSA) title of the year.

In the Mal aysi an Open, Ong will now be anong sone of the greatest squash
pl ayers such as 10-time British Open wi nner Jahangir Khan of Paki stan, the
i ndomi t abl e Jansher Khan, wi th an astoni shing coll ecti on of ei ght world
opentitles, their conpatriot Qanmar Zanman, Australian world chanpion
Rodney Martin and his countryman Chris Dittmar.

It was a pity that the venue, with a 250 seating capacity, coul d not
acconpdate a partisan crowd of about 450 who were cheering in unison for
Ong who repaid their faith with a wi nning perfornmance.

A ynmpi c Council of Ml aysia president, Tunku I nran Tuanku Jaafar, the
former SRA of Mal aysi a presi dent, and Asi an Squash Feder ati on supreno
Mokhzani Mahat hir were anong t hose who had wi t nessed Mal aysi an squash
hi story taking pl ace.

The first gane was a close affair as Wllians and Ong had a simliar
style of play and there was very little to separate the two.

Wllians's began at a fast pace to trap the Mal aysian with tight front
court drops. Ong responded by sl owi ng down t he game and kept the pressure
on Wlliams with accurate shots.

The Australian managed to win the crucial first game 17-16 after Ong's
claimfor alet was turned down by referee Azan Yaakob who i nst ead awar ded
a stroke and the gane to Wllians after a 45-mnute battle.

The decision failed to rattle Ong who came in strongly to race to 8-1
| ead and concede five nore points to draw |l evel.

The heat was beginning to take its toll on WIllianms and despite his
efforts, Ong needed only 15 minutes to take the third gane. Ong began t he
fourth confidently and went ahead at 3-1 but began to | ose focus.

He made four unforced errors, allowing WIlianms back in the gane, and
bringing a newtw st and tension-filled atnosphere to the packed arena.

WIllianms took the initiative and went up to 10-8 but Ong recovered from
the momentary sl unp and reel ed of seven points to clinch the winner's
purse of US$2850 ( RMLO, 850) for his efforts.

"The crowd hel ped ne a lot and WIllians did not play to his formand
| ooked to be affected by the heat,"” said Ong.

"It feels great towin this tournament although it was not ny best of
per f or mances.

"After losing the first, | was not so confident and quite lucky to
recover in the fourth. | was really tired.

"1 thought the match was heading to the fifth as | felt tired."”

Ong wants to finish the year with the Asia Cup m xed teamtitle at the
sane venue next week before taking a well deserved break.

W lianms was di sappoi nted but acknow edged t he i nprovenent of his
opponent | ately.

"l amdisappointed but | had to adnmit that Beng Hee is on a different
| evel now, " said WIIians.

"My gane plan was to play at a fast pace but it backfired and ny
unforced errors killed nmy chances."



Ong, ranked 22nd, is expected to break into the top 20 in January and
aims to inprove his ranking to the top 12 by Decenber next year.
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