03/ 05/ 2000

Supreme council aspirants told not to go overboard i n campai gni ng

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Candi dates for Umo suprene council seats are
al l oned to canpai gn but they should not go overboard, its vice-president
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

He said they should not indulge in noney politics or other unhealthy
tactics to secure votes.

"Heal thy canpaigning in the normal way is allowed,” he said at the M nes
Exhi bition Centre in Seri Kenbangan, near here

The Deputy Prime Mnister had earlier opened the Water 2000, Tenaga 2000
and International Security, Safety and Fire Protection 2000 expo and
forum

Abdul | ah was asked to comment on whet her suprene council candi dates
coul d canpaign followi ng a statement by party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad that they could do so.

"Dr Mahathir's statenment was the result of his neeting with the
candi dat es where an opi ni on had been expressed that sonme form of
canpai gni ng be all owed. The reason stated was that sone candi dates were
new faces and had to introduce thensel ves to del egat es.

"Besi des, those not hol di ng any governnent posts are not getting nuch
medi a coverage. "

He said Dr Mahathir was not forcing anyone to cease canpai gni ng but
wanted it to be done in a healthy manner.

Abdul | ah, who is assuming the duties of deputy president, said
candi dat es hol di ng governnment posts were allowed to i ssue statenments about
their mnistries but not to advertise thensel ves for the party el ections,
schedul ed on May 10 and 11

On whether aspirants for the suprene council seats were allowed to neet
t he del egates, Abdullah said they coul d.

On whet her gui delines on canpai gni ng woul d be issued by the party
headquarters, Abdullah said the code of ethics endorsed by the suprene
council on the conduct of candi dates was applicabl e.

However, for candi dates vying for the vice-presidency, Abdullah said
they had to adhere to the pledge they nmade to Dr Mahathir, which included
a pronise to stop canpai gnhi ng

"Mor eover, the candi dates are already known to del egates,” he added.

( END)
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