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SUPREME COUNCI L STICKING TO I TS NO- CONTEST STAND - MAHATHI R

ALOR SETAR, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- The Ummo Supreme Council is holding on
toits stand that there be no contest for the party presidency and deputy
presi dency despite differing opinions on the matter anong sone party
| eaders who are not council nenbers, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

He said the council was sticking to its advice that there be no contest
for the top two posts because it was unhealthy for the party.

"The party's interests is better taken care of if there is no contest,"
he told reporters at Sultan Abdul Halim Airport near here at the end of his
one-day visit to Kedah

The prime mnister and Umo president said this when asked for his
comment on the differing views on the subject anong Umo | eaders who do not
sit in the Supreme Council.

The council had conme up with the advice to prevent a split anong Umo
menbers as a result of a keen contest as had happened in 1987.

Two former Umo deputy presidents, Tun CGhafar Baba and Tan Sri Misa
H tam are anong those who have stated their preference for a contest for
the top two posts to maintain denocracy in the party.

Dr Mahathir said he was confident that the Suprenme Council stand was
backed by party menbers, including at the grassroot |evel, based on the
f eedback he received.

Repl yi ng to anot her question, he said Umo woul d conduct courses for
new and young nenbers to return to the original Umo spirit of struggling
for the religion, race and nation

"This rejuvenation course is aimed at ensuring that they are loyal to
Umo and not just to any partcular individual. W want to create | eaders
who struggle for the religion, race and nation and not for persona
interests," he said.

On his neeting with former Umo el ected representatives from Kedah this
nmorni ng, Dr Mahathir said he advised themto continue serving the party.

"They must be willing to carry out duties and work hard to restrengthen
Umo, " he said.

This, he said, was because the opposition had during the |ast genera
el ection succeeded in getting the people to hate the governnent and ignore
I slami c teachings that call on followers to be thankful for what they
received.

"Umo nmenbers shoul d get the people to return to the real teachings of
Islam" said Dr Mahathir.

He added that the people should check what the opposition said,
especially to see if it deviated from sl am c teachings.
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