20/ 12/ 2000

Sugi u demands al ready net, says Pas youth chi ef

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Pas Youth chief Mahfuz Orar said the Ml aysi an

Chi nese Organi sation's El ecti on Appeal s Committee shoul d not nake any
demands on Mal ay speci al rights because these have al ready been fulfilled
by Umo.

He said while Suqgiu had the right to make the demand, they shoul d
realise that they have al ready achi eved what they are nowfighting for.

"Umo Youth and its national | eaders were responsible for sacrificing
Mal ay rights, to achieve their own political agenda.

"Thus, they should not be taking the opportunity to stir up racial
sentinments as it will only result in jeopardising harnony and stability,"
he said at a Press conference in his office today.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had said | ast Monday t hat
t he Governnent coul d not entertai n demands nmade by Suqi u as they were
tant anount to abolishing Malay rights, a nove which will result in chaos
and wi || paral yse the country's progress.

He said acceding to Suqgiu's demands woul d not only | ead to raci al
di sunity but woul d al so be as good as repealing clauses in the
Constitution whi ch guarant eed Bum putera privil eges.

Mahf uz said certain quarters were playing up the Mal ay special rights
i ssues to showthat the rights were being curtail ed, when the fact is they
were t he ones who were responsi bl e for curbing these rights.

He recal l ed an i nci dent in August 1965, when Pas Menber of Parlianment
for Pasir Mas Hulu, Abdul Sanad Gul Ahnmad Manji, tabled a resolution in
Parlianment for the Federal Constitution to be anended to ensure that
Bumi puterarights in the econom c and educati on sect ors were guar ant eed.

"Dr Mahat hir who was then the Menber of Parliament for Kota Star Sel atan
had obj ected to the proposal and said that the Governnent woul d one day do
away wWith the privileges,” he said adding that this was recorded in the
Parli ament Hansard.

On the proposal by the Federation of Peninsul ar Mal ay Students (GPMB) to
stage a protest agai nst Suqi u, Mahfuz sai d he was agai nst such a nove.

"I feel the gathering has a political notive and it coul d harmpeace and
racial unity which we are now enjoying in Ml aysia."

GPMS presi dent Datuk Suhai mi | brahi mhad said | ast Thursday that they
woul d be nmaki ng 100 dermands to be presented to Suqiu if it refused to
wi thdraw its 83-point demands.
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