15/ 08/ 2000
Syed Hami d: Kuan Yew s visit to strengthen rel ations

Ranml an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Any progress made towards resol vi ng out standi ng

i ssues between Mal aysi a and Si ngapore fromthe visit of Senior Mnister
Lee Kuan Yew woul d be wel comed, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar sai d today.

Al though it was an i nformal one, he said, it provided the opportunity
for strengthening of rel ati ons between Lee and Ml aysi an | eaders.

Anong the issues are the sale of water to Singapore, the Keretapi Tanah
Mel ayu Bhd I and in the republic and the Central Provident Fund w t hdrawal s
by Mal aysi ans working i n Si ngapore.

Syed Ham d said there woul d not be any fixed agenda in Lee's neetings
with | eaders here.

"They want to have an open discussion, so we leave it at that ... and if
at any tine we achi eve sonet hing, we shoul d wel conme t hat.

"I amsure the | eaders woul d be able to tal k frankly and openly," he
said after wel conm ng the Senior M nister upon his arrival by road from
Si ngapore at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel at 4.45pm

Lee is scheduled to neet Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi separately
t onor r ow.

During his four-day stay, he would, anobng others, visit the Petronas
Twi n Towers, the Federal administrative centre in Putrajaya and the Kual a
Lunmpur International Airport in Sepang.

Syed Hami d expressed confidence that Dr Mahathir and Lee woul d have a
usef ul and productive di scussi on.

On the significance of Lee's visit, he said it should be noted that it
was his first in 10 years.

"He wanted to cone after a |l ong absence... he wanted to have a feel of
t he changes taking place in Ml aysi a.

"Therefore, his visit has been arranged in such a way to enable himto
nmeet the people and see the country,” he said.

Syed Hamid said Lee's decision to travel by road and not by air
reflected his desire to see for hinmself the devel opnment and changes t hat
had taken place in Mal aysi a.

"He has been getting news about the country fromreports. So now he
wants to see for hinself."

On whet her Mal aysi a regarded Lee's visit as Singapore's gesture of
goodwi I |, Syed Hani d sai d as nei ghbours, there was al ways a need for both
countries to renewtheir relationship.

Toni ght, Lee held an informal neeting with Finance M ni ster Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n | asti ng about hal f-an-hour, here.

Dai mhad call ed on Lee at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel for the neeting
bef ore adj ourni ng for dinner.

G her VIPs who attended the di nner included forner Penang Chief M nister
Tun Dr Li mChong Eu, former Foreign Mnisters Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie and
Tengku Tan Sri Ahnmad Rit hauddeen, former Heal th M nister Tan Sri Chong Hon
Nyan and the country's former special envoy to the United Nations, Tan Sri
Abdul | ah Ahnad.

Earlier, in Mal acca, Lee and his wi fe Kwa Geok Choo arrived at the A
Fanpbsa Resort in Alor Gajah for a 30-m nute stopover.
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