21/ 06/ 2000

Systemfor collection, distribution of “zakat' to be standardi sed

PUTRAJAYA, Tue. - The CGovernnent will standardi se the systemfor
collecting and distributing zakat (tithe) in all States by the end of this
year, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

He said the new systemwoul d i ncrease efficiency and neet public
expect ati ons.

Abdul | ah added the nove woul d not affect the State Governnents'
authority in matters pertaining to the collection and distribution of
zakat .

"Muslins operate in all sectors; sone have business interests in severa
St at es.

"Al'l this raises questions on how and where they can nmake the zakat
paynments," Abdullah told a Press conference after chairing the 33rd
Mal aysi an | slanmic Affairs Devel opnent Committee neeting here.

Al so present at the neeting were Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Depart ment Dat uk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman, |slanic Devel opnment Depart nment
Mal aysi a director-general Datuk Abdul Hami d Zai nal Abidin, Umo vice-
presidents Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Muhammad Muihammad Tai b
and Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin.

The neeting was al so attended by all Barisan Nasional MislimMenteris
Besar and Chief Mnisters, and representatives fromother States.

Currently different States operate different systenms in the collection
and distribution of zakat, resulting in sone States managing to collect a
proportionately higher anount than others.

Abdul Hamid said that standardisation in the collection and distribution
of zakat was needed to ensure optimumcollection in all States.

He said sone States had efficient systems which contributed to an
i ncrease in the anount of zakat coll ected.

He cited the Federal Territory, Penang and Mal acca as exanpl es of States
whi ch had efficient corporatised bodies to handle the collection of zakat.
Abdul | ah said Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters attending the meeting

had agreed to the new system

Abdul | ah said the neeting also agreed to find ways to increase the
efficiency of State Religi ous Departnments and Councils.

"We want a nore efficient, streamined and capabl e adm nistration in our
State Religious Departnents and councils to enable themto better serve
t he rakyat."

He said two working papers on the matter were di scussed in the meeting
al ong with several suggestions raised.

Thi s included a suggestion to invite the Treasury and the Public
Services Departnment to give its input on the matter.

On another nmatter, Abdullah was asked to conment on Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s statenent while opening the MCA general
assenbly on Saturday that it m ght be possible one day for a non-Malay to
beconme Prine M nister.

He said there were no specific provisions in the Federal Constitution
which stated that only those of a certain religion or race could becone
Prime Mnister.

"The Prime M nister spoke in the context of a future in which matters
pertaining to racial considerations are no | onger a problem" said
Abdul | ah.

( END)






	System for collection, distribution of `zakat' to be standardised (NST 21/06/2000)

