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Take charge of own destiny

AT the rate in which the expl osion of information technol ogy and changes
in trading patterns are inpacting nations, their econonm es and soci al
framework, it is crucial that devel opi ng countries know what they want for
their own good and that of future generations.

At notinme is this nore relevant than nowto chart new directions and a
new par adi gmin nati on-buil di ng.

They nust take charge of their own destiny and not be dictated to by
those with vested interests.

Many devel opi ng countries have yet to attain self-sufficiency in basic
needs and if they are not to be left further behind, they will have to
think long and hard on the best way to overcone this problem The danger
is in not being able to see the wood for the trees, and in repeating
m st akes whi ch have put themin the dol druns for years.

The incessant chant of gl obalisation has been heral ded by the proponents
as a process worth enbracing by all and sundry. Therein lies the pitfall
for not all countries are equal. Those who chanpi on the benefits of
|'i beralisation and gl obalisation have advanced |ight years ahead of nany
devel opi ng countri es.

The reality, therefore, is for the people in these countries to adopt
only those el enments which are crucial to their well-being.

Mal aysi a has trod the pebble-ridden path since the negative effects of
gl obalisation hit us three years ago but we have energed fromthe
aftermath a nore enlightened nation. W were m ndful of the need for
stability in all sectors, for stability is the cornerstone of devel opnent
and growth in both the private and public sectors.

Leaders of countries in Southern Africa are looking to us to prepare
thensel ves for the gl obalisation onslaught. There is nmuch that we can do
to help each other to forge ahead in a smart partnership, not just in
busi ness but in aspects of governance as well. The Southern Africa
I nternational Dial ogue in Mzanbi que - which concluded Tuesday - is a fine
exanpl e of a get-together to exchange views on how devel opi ng countries
can hel p each other for mutual benefit.

The thrust of such a partnership is the underlying need to enbrace
know edge in all frontiers. The pursuit of, and thirst for know edge nust
be relentless for only when armed with wisdomis it possible to nmake
rational choices. Having said that, it is inperative that devel opi ng
nations are able to transl ate such know edge into technol ogi cal and soci al
advancenent for the good of their fell ownen.

As Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad points out,

t echnol ogi cal advancenent "dances to a different tune" and technol ogy
wi dens the gap between the technol ogi cal haves and have-nots. And regions
wi t h advanced technol ogi es are best placed to further innovate.

Wth the mi ght of know edge cones a certain enpowernent that wll
hopeful |y enbol den the | ess economnically advantaged to step forth into the
new world with renewed vigour to better their |ot.

For co-operation to be fruitful, the tinme-honoured tradition of
transparency, accountability and consistency holds sway. There nust be a
constant exchange of ideas and dial ogue for a successful smart partnership
to prevail.

We need not wait for another round of official dialogue to expound
i deas. Modern information infrastructure is there to facilitate a



benefi ci al exchange between friends.
( END)



	Take charge of own destiny (NST 24/08/2000)

