19/ 10/ 2000
Take neasures to prevent inflowof Indonesianillegals

Ashraf Abdul | ah
"VEE di d not di sagree on anything," Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad tol d a Press conference on Tuesday after enmergi ng froma two-hour
neeting with I ndonesian presi dent Abdurrahman Wahi d.

Dr Mahathir was referring to the various issues di scussed by the two
| eaders, ranging fromjoint exploration of offshore oil and gas, the
devel oprent of Batami sl and as an Asean City, the Israeli atrocities
agai nst Pal estinians, to the deportation of Indonesianillegal inmgrants
in Mal aysi a.

Abdur rahman acknow edged the fact that Mal aysi a was faci ng trenendous
problenms indealingwithillegal imrgrants. Unwillingly, Ml aysia now
pl ays host to hundreds of thousands of illegal inmmgrants, nostly from
I ndonesi a, the Philippines and the Indian sub-continent.

As the industrial revolution brought with it |abour-intensive
i ndustries, Mal aysi a becane the home for sone 2.5 nillion mgrant workers,
some of whomif not nost, are illegals.

Al t hough sone sectors are still in need of migrant workers, others no
| onger need them This is especially so because Mal aysi a has now noved
fromlabour-intensive to capital-intensive ventures.

Even then, with the hope of finding enploynment, thousands of illegals
continue to flock to the country.
Sone of these illegals risk travelling through high seas to Malaysia in

smal | overl oaded boats.

The nunber who have nmet with premat ure deat hs when their boats capsized
has risen in recent years. thers are dropped by their tekongs sone 2km
fromMal aysi an shores and forced to swimto their intended destination
Sonme neke it.

Those who nake it find that jobs are not as easily avail able as they
t hought .

"If they can find jobs here, thenit is fine. But quite often, they cone
wi t hout any idea of whether they can get enpl oynent.

"If they are unenployed, it will create probl ens because soneone wil |
have to feed and house them That it is a cost to us.

"Those who have cone here illegally and are unenpl oyed, have to be sent
back," Dr Mahathir said at the joint Press conference wi th Abdurrahman.
When jobs are not available, the hardpressed illegals may resort to

crimnal activities. There is no denying that crime rates involving
illegal inmgrants have taken an upward trend.

D pl omati cal | y speaki ng, no matter how concl usi ve i nvestigations are and
how concrete the evidence, the i npri sonnent of one foreign national in
another country will not go down well in the crimnal's country of origin

Unscrupl ous Mal aysi ans enploying illegal inmgrants may al so take
advant age of their enpl oyees, knowi ng very well that theillegals will not
seek assistance fromthe authorities for fear of being deported, or worse
i npri soned.

As seen recently, the Mal aysi an Enbassy i n Jakarta was bonbed, while
stones and rotten eggs were hurl ed by angry | ndonesi ans at the Mal aysi an
m ssion i n Pontianak. Although police investigations nade no headway and
the real reasons for the attacks remmi n unknown, the fact is, there are
t hose who are unhappy.

So, in order to prevent such problens in bilateral relations, Dr
Mahat hi r and Abdurrahman canme up with the best solution - that al



I ndonesian illegal imrigrants be sent back with the costs being borne
jointly.

"This is an old problem W will solve it am cably," Abdurrahman sai d.

This, unfortunately, is not the first time such a decision has been
taken. Both countries have taken simlar decisions inthe past. But the
probl empersists, sinply because the influx of Indonesianillega
i mm grants continues and I nmi gration authorities in sonelndonesian ports
refuse to accept those deported

Recently, Malaysian Immgration authorities saidtheir counterparts at
the Dumai port had refused to accept the I ndonesian illegal inmmgrants
deported fromMal aysia as they did not want to bear the cost of sending
themback to their respective vill ages.

Only a sincere two-pronged approach on the part of Indonesia can see a
reduction of their nationals |l anding on the various illegal entry points
in Mal aysi a.

Firstly, Indonesian authorities nust increase its patrolling of
coastlines and border areas to ensure that their nationals are not trying
togainentry into Malaysia illegally. Needl ess to say, the problem I|ike
all other problens, is best checked at source.

Secondl y, those being deported to I ndonesi a nust be accepted wi t hout
condi tions attached.

Inthe true spirit of Asean brotherhood, Ml aysia has offered to bear
hal f the cost of deporting theillegals, althoughit is not conpelledto
do so under any international treaty or convention

In return, Indonesia nust give its full co-operation to curb the
probl em now seen as a threat to national security.

Oficials of the various Mnistries of the two countries have been given
t he mandate to sol ve probl ens pertaining to the deportation of theillega
| ndonesi ans.

Their responsibility should not end there.

Seeki ng an agreenent on deportation alone will not solve the problem
They nust al so take steps to prevent continuous i nflow of Indonesians to
Mal aysia - a problemthat mght just get out of hand.
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