18/ 10/ 2000

Take note of PM s warning, MPs advised

MEMBERS of Parlianent shoul d pay attention to the Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad' s warni ng that those absent fromthe Dewan Rakyat
sitting would not be renom nated for the next general election.

Backbenchers Cl ub president Datuk Dr Janmal uddin Jarjis said this
directive was appropriate as MPs represented t he peopl e and they had to be
serious in carrying out their duties.

"Peopl e have entrusted us therefore we nmust carry out our
responsibilities well. W are the voice of the people and there i s nothing
we can do for themif we are not present at Parlianent.

"Dr Mahathir should al so prepare a nechani smto record the performance
of MpPs."

On MPs who have to attend other official functions or party neetings,
Jamal uddi n said BBCw || coordinate the MPs responsibilities to make sure
no one was sl acki ng.

"W will co-ordinate the MPs responsibilities in such a way that we
mai ntai n our performance (in the Dewan Rakyat) and it is not at the
expense of our responsibilities here," Jamal uddin, who i s al so Ronpi n MP,
sai d.

Yest erday, Dr Mahat hir sai d Bari san Nasi onal MPs who were frequently
absent fromDewan Rakyat sittings may not be considered for renom nation
for the next general election.

He said their attendance woul d be noted and taken down, and will be
taken i nt o account when the |ist of candi dates for the general election
was bei ng prepared.

Dat uk Ruhani e Ahnmad, MP for Parit Sul ong, said the MPs shoul d not allow
t he Opposition menbers to play up the i ssue of BN MPs poor attendance.
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