07/ 06/ 2000
"Don't take part in illegal schenes'

Mani sah Ismail; N k Inran N k Abdul | ah

KOTA BARU, Tues. - The CGovernnent will take action against get-rich-quick
scheme operators for causing millions of ringgit in |osses to depositors,
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said today.

"At the same tine, the public nust avoid taking part in the illega
schermes for their nmoney should instead be invested in Government - approved
trust funds,"” he added.

"The peopl e should not be influenced by sweet prom ses made by the
operators wi thout taking into consideration the consequences.

"They shoul d not see investnent (in get-rich-quick schenes) as nerely
for profit without |ooking at the possible risks involved," he said when
| aunching the State-level Amanah Saham Mal aysia (ASM pronotion at Di anond
Putri Hotel here.

The ASM | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on
April 20, is the sixth unit trust fund by Pernodal an Nasional Bhd and the
second which can be subscribed to by all Ml aysians after Amanah Saham
Wawasan 2020.

Present at the launch were Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat
and PNB chairman Tan Sri Ahnad Sarji Abdul Hami d.

Abdul | ah said there had been many i nci dents where people here were | ured
into illegal schemes operated by irresponsi bl e people.

He added t hat based on reports, such activity was ranpant in Kel ant an,
involving an estimated RML. 6 mi | lion.

"It is far better and safe if the anbunt were to be invested in PNB unit
trust funds."

He said the public should | earn about investnent by taking part in
programres on i nvestnent organi sed by PNB to avoi d bei ng cheat ed.

Abdul I ah said the | aunch of ASMreflected the awareness of PNB of the
peopl e's needs by offering various trust funds.

He said investors in PNB unit trusts should not worry as their noney is
handl ed by professional fund nmanagers.

Earlier, Ahmad Sarji said the Bum putera conmunity had confi dence in PNB
unit trusts, as 59 per cent of qualified Bum puteras had subscribed to its
various funds.

He said PNB had received investnents anmounting to RMB1.4 billion
involving 7.3 mllion unitholders by April this year.
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