12/ 05/ 2000
Talk of rift with Dai mnot new, says Dr Mahathir

Sharif Haron

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said yesterday talk of a
rift between hinself and Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n was not a new
phenonenon.

"Wl |, there have been reports about rifts between me and Dai mfor ages.
Ever since Tun joined the Governnent they have been saying he doesn't get
along with ne.

"Yet intimes of crisis, he joined the Government and hel ped sol ve sone
of our problens. Before this there was al so tal k, but sonehow or rather we
still smle at and hug each other, and we still run the Governnent, |
think quite successfully."”

Dr Mahat hir was asked if the appointnment of Bank Negara Mal aysi a Advi ser
Dat uk Nor Mohamed Yakcop as his special adviser had | ed to sone people
saying there was a rift between hi mand Dai m

To a question whether he had any indication fromDaimof the latter
wanting to quit the Governnment, Dr Mahathir said: "He told me fromthe
very begi nning he woul d serve the Governnment only tenporarily because of
the shortage of talent in this field.

"l believe once the econony turns around and gets back to the ol d pace,
| think he might want to resign.

"That was the condition with which he came into the Governnent. He has
al ways made it very clear he does not want to stay in the Governnent
forever... He does not even eye any post in the party."

Asked if this (Daimquitting) would happen anyti ne soon, Dr Mhathir
said he did not know.

"You pray for the economy to turn around and we achi eve ei ght per cent
growm h every year, I'mquite sure he will say, "well that's enough, |'ve
done nmy part and | will be going off'."

Meanwhi | e, Dai msaid the Finance Mnistry's new y-appoi nted advi ser
Dat uk Md Nor M Yusof will provide the ministry with inputs on the private
sector.

The appoi ntnent of the Bum putra- Conmer ce Bank Bhd chi ef executive as
advi ser, effective May 8, and for a period of six nonths, was announced on
Wednesday.

He joined forner Second Fi nance M nister Datuk Mistapa Mhaned, who was
nanmed adviser to the mnistry early this year.

"Must apa on econony... Ml Nor will provide me with inputs fromthe
private sector,” he told reporters at the Umo General Assenbly yesterday.
Meanwhi | e, Mustapa, when asked to comment on the appoi ntnent of Ml Nor
said: "As | said before, we have a lot of work to do in the Governnent,

and anybody who can contribute can play a role.

"This is a wel cone devel opnent," he said.

( END)



	Talk of rift with Daim not new, says Dr Mahathir (NST 12/05/2000)

