11/ 09/ 2000
Tal king tough to terrorists

Sharifah al - Attas

LAST week: In what is reportedly the first tinme a Ml aysi an anbassador has
been hel d hostage, Ahnad Mokhtar Selat is captive - at the Linma residence
of Japan's anbassador - of Peru's Tupac Amaru Revol uti onary Movenent. Now,
read on ...

THE resi dence of Japan's anbassador has been chosen, guerillas explain
"due to the constant neddling of the Japanese Governnment in Peru." They
protest Tokyo's support for Fujinori - son of Japanese inmgrants - and
hi s econoni c policies.

Thr oughout the furore, Fujinori hinmself - famed for his strong-arm
tactics - has remai ned onminously tight-1ipped. By Dec 20, his governnent
has yet to officially establish negotiations with guerillas.

It has not, however, been idle.

Pol i ce have cordoned off the el egant residence. Tel evision coverage is
restricted to outside walls. N ne hundred special and intelligence agents
take up positions. On Dec 25, reports surface that crack Peruvian troops
have hatched a provisional plan of attack. Conversations inside the
besi eged bui |l di ng are bei ng picked up by surveillance teans with
el ectroni c eavesdroppi ng devi ces. Tel ephone |Iines, and supplies of water
and el ectricity, have been cut to wear down the guerillas.

But it is the hostages who suffer.

"No water, no food," they scrawl on a sign they hold up to a w ndow.

St aggering heat and snelly toilets assail them "M President," they wite
in desperation, "order the reconnection of water, light and tel ephone.™

Arift reportedly surfaces between Japan and Peru. Japan - which was not
told i n advance, it runbles discontentedly, about the disconnection of
electricity supplies to what is technically Japanese territory - stresses
the safety of hostages; Peru insists on having no truck with terrorism

Finally, on Dec 21, Fujinori responds - harshly.

"You hope for dialogue,"” he tells guerillas, "by placing an AKMrifle to
t he necks of hostages.

"My governnment is not prepared to accept that the force and viol ence of
a terrorist command can be i nposed on 23 million people who reject these
net hods.

"The proposal is concrete,” he counter-demands. "That captors surrender
their weapons to a guarantor conmttee and rel ease all hostages wi thout
exception.

"In this way, the possibility of force by the Peruvian State will be
ruled out."

In a gesture of solidarity with hostages, Japan's |nperial Palace will
cancel cel ebrations planned to mark Enmperor Aki hito's birthday. Director
of Information Services at Japan's Enbassy in Kual a Lunpur Mt okatsu
WAt anabe expl ai ns that receptions at her enbassies worldwide will also be
di spensed with. "No one," he says sonbrely, "is in the nood to celebrate."

Mal aysia will not denounce Fujinori's unconprom sing stand. "If we give
too nuch advice," says Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir sagely,
"there will be confusion.

"W leave it to the Peruvian Government."

Mal aysia's Foreign Mnister is neverthel ess despatched to Lima. In a
courtly exchange, he and Ahmad Mokhtar exchange letters which strike al
the right notes.

"Al'l possible steps are being taken," wites Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnmad



Badawi, "to secure your release and that of the other hostages."

"Pl ease convey ny heartfelt thanks to the Governnment and peopl e of
Mal aysi a, " replies Ahmad Mokhtar, "for their concern for ny safety.”

There is no | ack of hostage heroism Victor Lucero - a doctor - renders
aid to conrades in captivity. Morihisa volunteers to remain as sole
hostage; rebels reject the offer. And Cuba's anbassador Pedro Diaz Arcia
and United Nations representative Jakob Sinonsen are sel ected for freedom
- but refuse, citing an "ethical responsibility” for nore m nor diplonats
i ncar cer at ed

Ironically, hostages include the president of Peru's Suprene Court,

Mbi ses Pantoja, as well as Carl os Dom nguez and Maxi nb Rivera - past and
present chiefs of the Anti-TerrorismPolicel

Al so captive is Pedro Fujinori - brother of the President.

By Dec 28, guerillas are weakening. Offering to "withdraw fromthe
occupi ed resi dence by way of dial ogue," they ask the public to "reflect"
on the conditions to which their inprisoned conrades are subject.

The sane day, without warning, Ahmad Mokhtar is rel eased.

"I was reading a nagazi ne when a guerilla told ne to put on ny coat. W
wal ked to the front door, where two other hostages were waiting ..

"And | knew that freedom had cone."

( END)
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