13/ 10/ 2000

Tal ks with Mal aysi an students in British universities "went well'

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad sai d his di al ogues
with Mal aysi an students in Britain | ast week were fruitful although
attenpts were made to persuade themto give the event a m ss.

The Prinme M nister said he took the opportunity replying to various
qgquestions fromthe floor although it was apparent that many of those
aski ng the questions were pro-Opposition students.

At the dial ogue at University Manchester Institute of Science and
Technol ogy, Dr Mahathir said it was a full-house event although some
Paki stani students had earlier tried to prevent their Ml aysian
counterparts fromattending.

"At Canbridge, the response was al so good, although participants had to
pay to attend.

"Fromthe questions posed, it could be seen that the students were DAP
and Pas supporters.”

For exanmpl e, Dr Mahathir said he touched on the spread of chol era caused
by poor water supply in Kelantan during the dial ogue only to have a
student raising questions about the out break of the coxsackie virus in
SONE areas.

"But this disease cannot be overcone just by supplying clean water. It
is different fromcholera, so we can see many who asked are i nfluenced by
t he Qpposition."

He was speaki ng at the Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah airport in
Subang upon his return froma 10-day working visit to Britain and
Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

Dr Mahat hir sai d some European students and those from Amesty
I nternational al so staged a denmonstration while he was i n London.

The Prime M nister said they denanded the rel ease of jailed forner
Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Chi di ng themfor practising doubl e standards, the Prine M nister said
they were fond of tal king about "the rule of law' but only when it suited
their cause or agenda.

"To them the rule of lawis when governnent ministers are arrested and
charged in court but not when it involves their people, especially if they
are found guilty."”

Dr Mahat hir said he responded to this issue at the dial ogue, telling the
students that he had no power to arrest or free anyone fromjail.

"I'n Mal aysia, if someone breaks the | awand i s sentenced by the court,
the Prime M nister cannot rescind the order.™

On efforts by certain quarters, including NGOs and the Opposition, to
smear hi s name overseas, Dr Mahathir said it was their right to act that
way.

"For the Opposition, sowing and spreading |lies and not holding to the
truth, are their nornal traits, either at home or abroad."

Asked for his assessnment of Bosnia today, Dr Mahathir said the country

had made quite a good recovery. However, racial sentinents still existed,
he said.

"They have rebuilt Sarajevo ... the situation is calmbut politics based
on ethnic and racial sentinents still exist," he said of the country which

woul d go to the polls on Nov 11.
( END)
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