13/ 03/ 2000

Tanj ung Pel epas port offers viable alternative to Singapore

THE RMB billion Port of Tanjung Pel epas, at the south-western tip of
Peni nsul ar Mal aysia, entered the fray in the conpetitive regional ports
system awash with capacity, following its official |launch yesterday by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhaned.
The nodern port, which reports an initial handling capacity of 1.3
mllion TEUs, hopes to offer itself as a viable econom cal alternative to
Si ngapore (which |l ast year handled 15.9 mllion TEUs and ranked as the
second | argest container port in the world).
The port will offer 3.8 million TEU handling capacity when Phase One is
conpl eted in 2001.
It is estimated the current capacity of ports in the region with which
PTP has to contend, Singapore, Port Kl ang, and Johor Port, exceeds 26
mllion TEUs (agai nst a demand for about 19 million TEUs).
The conpl eti on of Phase One at PTP and expansi on of capacity now under
way at Port Klang as well as the expansion of Singapore port is expected
to raise the total capacity in the region to well over 30 mllion TEUs.
However, PTP, which handl ed sone of the | argest container ships afl oat
during the three-nonth trial period beginning | ast Novenber, is
unperturbed over the excess capacity. It is confident of w nning over
shipping lines with its attractive offer of incentives and | ower handling
char ges.
PTP said its tariffs are about 30 per cent |ess than Singapore's. O her
savings in terns of |ower |and cost and operating cost would benefit port
users. It also offers other advantages - such as | ower warehousing costs,
of fice space rates, incentives for priority or dedicated berthing
arrangenents, aside fromits vast capacity.
Under Phase One of the devel opment of the port, the first two of the six
berths have been conpl eted. The two berths, which draw a 720-netre quay-
l'ine, are equipped with six super post panamax cranes.
Phase One when completed in the mddle of 2001 will stretch 2.16 km
with capacity to handle 3.8 mllion TEUs per annum supported by a fl eet
of 18 super post pananmax cranes and 58 RTGs and ot her container handling
equi pnent .

( END)



	Tanjung Pelepas port offers viable alternative to Singapore (NST 13/03/2000)

