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TD 2000 SPORTS CAR TO ENTER LOCAL MARKET

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 6 (Bernamm) -- National car distributor Edaran O onobi
Nasi onal Bhd (EON) today signed an agreenent with TD Cars (Mal aysi a) Sdn
Bhd for the exclusive distributorship in Ml aysia of the classic roadster
sports car TD 2000

EON chai rman, Tan Sri Mohd Sal eh Sul ong, said the sale of the TD 2000
woul d not conpete against the national car as it is targeting a rather
sel ect ed ni che narket.

He said the classic roadster sports car was of a different kind and
unl i ke cars manufactured presently by Proton Bhd.

"We are not |ooking at a big volune for the sales of the TD Cars but
conservatively at 5-10 units per nmonth," he said after the signing which
was W tnessed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad at his
of fice here today.

Si gni ng on behalf of EON was Sal eh and its nanagi ng director Datuk
Adznmi Abdul Wahab while TD Cars was represented by its chairman Datuk (Dr)
Jaf far Mohaned Ali and its nanagi ng director, Edward Teo.

The TD 2000 sports car is currently assenbled by one of EON s
whol | y- owned subsi di ari es, Autonotive Conversion Engi neering Sdn Bhd (ACE).
Ei ghty handbuilt TD 2000 sports cars have been assenbl ed this year.

Sal eh said that out of the 175 EON sal es outlets, 52 sal es branches and
18 sal es deal ershi ps have been appointed by EONto initially market the TD
2000 sports car

He said the sole and excl usive distributorship agreement for the TD
2000 cl assic sports car would be for a five-year termwith an option for a
further five years.

Jaffar said TD Cars was eyeing to export its sports cars to Singapore,
New Zeal nd, Hong Kong, South Africa, Australia, United Kingdom Ireland and
ot her Commonweal th countri es.

He al so said the sports car production is expected to i ncrease from 80
units this year to 180 cars by the year 2001 and double that in the
foll owi ng year.

The TD 2000 now has a 50 percent |ocal content and uses a Toyota Celica
engi ne.

He al so said the British were inpressed with the car and hopefully it
woul d be on the road in London.

Teo said TD Cars hopes to start exporting the TD 2000 to Si ngapore by
this year and in the UKin the early part of next year

At the sane event, Dr Mahat hir handed the keys to the very first and
second owners of the TD 2000. They were Dr Shariffuddi n Abdul Wahab and
Dat uk Dr Hanzah Abdul Rahman respectively.

The Prime Mnister also took the car for a test-drive with Saleh at his
side around the Putrajaya office conpl ex.

Meanwhi | e, Sal eh, who is al so the chairman of DRB-H com Bhd, said that
the sale of Hi com Hol dings Bhd's 32 percent stake in EON to Proton | ooked
like it was still at standstill at the nonent.

Asked whet her EON was happy to keep its car distribution operations and
EON Bank Bhd, Sal eh said: "Should there be any transactions, it has got to
be on ternms which are nutually beneficial to both parties. If we are to
sell, then the whole of EON will have to go." -- BERNAMA
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