08/ 10/ 2000
Teachers keen on politics told to quit service

Chok Suat Ling

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - Deputy Education M ni ster Datuk Abdul Aziz Sanmsuddi n
today asked teachers who are nore interested in politics to quit the

pr of essi on.

The ministry is taking this tough approach in the |ight of several
recent incidents where teachers have tried to inpose their political views
on students.

Adm tting that the statenment was "harsh", Abdul Aziz said it nust,
neverthel ess, be made, as teachers who sought to inpose their political
vi ews on students were "poison to the i npressionable mnds of their
charges".

"They should quit. In fact, if they are brave, they should resign and
becone politicians.

"Those who choose to remain are hypocrites. Many of these teachers are
able to further their studi es because of the Governnent's efforts, and yet
they are ungrateful.

"W cannot allowthese teachers to throwacid on our faces any | onger.
Teachers t hen hel ped the country fight for i ndependence. Now, they are
trying to destroy the country."

Abdul Azi z was speaking to reporters after opening the "Subang 2000
Academ c Excel | ence" di scussion at the Petaling District Oficein Subang
Jaya.

The nost recent incident concerning teachers who brought politics into
t he cl assroomwas one where a religious teacher in Mal acca purportedly
mal i gned t he Government and criticised Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in front of students.

Anot her case was in Marang, Terengganu, where a teacher prepared
politically-flavoured questions for a school test.

M nister inthe Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Dr Rais Yati mhad al so
brought forward several cases and said the teachers concerned shoul d be
charged under the Sedition Act.

On the Mal acca case, Abdul Aziz said the mnistry was waiting for a
report fromthe State Education Departnent.

"If it is found to be true, we will take stern action agai nst the
teacher."

Abdul Aziz said many Mal ays had now forgotten the struggles of their
forefathers in bringing devel opnment to the country.

"l amdi sappoi nted that there are youths now who criticise the
Governnment. This is a sign that our race will be destroyed.

"I amafraid that our own race will one day destroy itself, all over
politics."

Asked whet her ki ndergartens in Johor woul d be cl osed in view of cases of
the hand, foot and nouth di sease i n Singapore, Abdul Aziz said the
deci si on woul d be based on t he recommendati on of the Health M nistry.

On private col |l eges, Abdul Aziz urged parents and students who had
probl ems with private educational institutions to |l odge conplaints with
the ministry.

"It isthe responsibility of these institutions to ensure quality
education and if we find that they are not providing it, we will close
themor ask themto rectify whatever problens," he said.

( END)
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