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Zakri Baharudin

TEAM Proton-Pert, steered by rally ace Karanjit Singh, Tonmy Lee and Ji mry
Low, dominated the inaugural Silverstone Merdeka M| enni um Endurance to
energe as overall chanpions at the Sepang International Circuit yesterday.

The seasoned trio, who flagged off with 55 other cars at 12. 10am on
Mer deka Day, conpleted a total of 253 laps in the 12-hour race to finish
three | aps ahead of Al ex Yoong, Adam Lokman and Sal adin Mazlan in the TVR
Chi mrer a.

Proton-Pert averaged 116. 53kph around the 5.54kmcircuit while Adam a
fornmer Formula Asia driver, secured the race's fastest lap in the 340-bhp
TVR wi th 2: 36. 69.

Marcus Chye, d en Zanpatti and his brother Ross, inthe 1.8-litre Lotus
Elise, finished a distant third 14 | aps behind the | eaders.

The team of Am nuddi n Onmar, Mkhzani Mahat hir and Adam Azman cl ai nmed
fourth position in their Mtsubishi Evo VI with 237 |laps followed by the
second TVR entry driven by Jeffrey Zhin, Ron Limand Adm Shahrul

"W may have had very little sleep but we are very happy with this
victory," said Karanjit after the podi umcel ebrati ons yest erday.

"Apart froma fantastic car, it was good strategy which won us this
race. | amalso inpressed with the grippy tyres which |asted throughout
the 12 hours."

He said the teamswi tched drivers every 1 hour and 10 m nutes and that
the Proton-Pert nmachine, with 280 horses, didn't have nuch of an edge over
the rest of the field as it weighs 1, 400kg.

"We are just hoping that next year's race won't be longer than it is,"
he added.

Rooki es Nor hi sham Mahayodi n, Hal i m Razak and Sutan Sali hin headed the
Category B list toclinch the title in 231 laps. Their Proton Putra 1.8
machi ne was si xth overall

* BIG plans are in the pipeline for the second Silverstone Merdeka
M | | enni um Endur ance next year but for now, the organi sers were just
relieved the inaugural event which ended yesterday was a huge success.

At the very least, a good crowd turnout, nost of whom stayed until the
end of the 12-hour event at noon yesterday, and excell ent organi sation had
enabled SIC s new y appoi nted general manager Azm Mirad to breathe a sigh
of relief.

"I must thank God that this race was conpleted w thout any untoward
incidents,"” said Azm in Sepang yesterday.

"We didn't have nmuch time to put this show on the road but cooperation
fromthe governnent sector, private corporations, sponsors, nedia, |oca
NGOs and our experienced staff at SIC had made it all possible.

"Personal ly, the race was a good training ground for nme in light of the
Formul a One.

"The F1 is a very big event for us and everyone working at SIC and
Mal aysi a Airports Hol ding Berhad are working very hard for it."

He said SIC will be planning the next endurance race based on the
f eedback they got.

"W don't know if we would nmake it a 24-hour race just yet. Maybe we
shoul d run a few nore 12-hour races before doing that."

O the 56 cars which started the race at 12. 10pm on Merdeka Day, only 40
had managed to |l ast the 12-hour duration.
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