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SHANGRI - LA PEDULI - this was the heading of a small note found in every
roomin the Shangri-La hotel in Jakarta. In English, the headi ng says
"Change for a Change".

This letter, addressed to all guests during their stay in the hotel,

r eads:

"Dear Cuests

"I ndeed, these are challenging tines in Indonesia. Projections are that
at least half the population will fall bel owthe poverty line at some
point this year. Oficial inflation figures for the last fiscal year have
been publicised at 80 per cent, though a key indicator is the price of a
kil ogramme of rice that has increased 182 per cent fromits pre-crisis
price.

"Upon departing | ndonesia, you may have sonme spare currency that you no

| onger need. W& woul d appreci ate any contribution sealed in this envel ope
and deposited in the designated box at our reception desk. W will
allocate all funds to elenentary school chil dren whose famlies could no

| onger afford the annual tuition of Rpl00,000. The identified students
will then continue their education for the next year.

"W thank you for your care and generosity."

The note is witten on the back of an envel ope carrying the | ogo of a
heart. A casual inspection of the box shows quite a pile of envel opes

al ready deposited. Ml aysi an busi nessnen nmade casual remarks of this and
some appeared ready to nake their donations there and then.

The hotel is doing its bit intrying to ease the hardship of the people
ina nation which is trying to come to ternms with their new environnent. A
change in Governnment and a new President are anong the naj or changes they
are facing, which brings with it a certain nmeasure of uncertainty during
the transition peri od.

But one thing seens certain - President Abdurrahman Wahi d seens to have
managed to ease the tension in many parts of Jakarta. Compared to many
mont hs | ast year, Jakarta is nore calmand is regaining its notoriety for
a crowded, bustling, ever noving city. In fact, the traffic janms are back.
In April last year, | reported that Jakarta was aman-aman mnyak, bil a-
bila masa bol eh terbakar lagi. This was the view of a taxi driver. Last
week, while covering Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s
visit, | was taken to several areas in the city and at one point cane
across a group of protesters, though it was not a viol ent denonstrati on.
The situation today is nmuch nore peaceful than a few nonths ago, but

sone ki nd of apprehension seens to hang in the air. Businessnmen who cane
here to assess the situation were still trying to get to know the people
who are now in power, and were particularly trying to get to know the

rul es followi ng changes introduced by the new regine.

One businessman said he was not going to rush into investing in

| ndonesi a, but he is attracted to the narket of the vast mllions of
people. He wants to find out the people's purchasing power before
enbar ki ng on any deal. Yet another businessman appeared to be nore

optim stic, which stens froma deal he was working on involving a third
party that he is already fanmliar with. This tinme around, there al so seens
to be a lot nore business activity. The shoppi ng conpl exes were busy and
of fering discounts of up to 70 per cent for certain inported itens. Bl ok
M a well-known shopping area, was full of Ml aysians buying bati k and



ot her | ocal itens.
Nat rabu, a fanpus nasi padang restaurant where a picture of Dr Mahathir
hangs on the wall as if to tell everyone that the food is endorsed at such
a high level, is full with locals and foreigners. But Sari Bundo, another
famous nasi padang restaurant, said to be a favourite of forner
Informati on M nister Datuk Mhaned Rahrmat, is closed for renovati on. But
the restaurant has several branches and one can still have Sari Bundo
rendang and dendeng el sewhere. One can al so order the food and have it
sent to wherever one desires. Jakarta has nasi padang restaurants
ever ywhere.
Things seemto be slowmy changing in Jakarta, away fromthe unsettl ed
mont hs which saw rioting and |looting for the better part of |ast year.
At the airport, foreigners were greeted by polite immgration officials,
surpassed only by custons officers who seened to have | eft the practice of
asking for cigarettes and gifts behind.
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