11/ 04/ 2000
Terengganu agrees to toll (HL)

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Terengganu Pas State Government has agreed to the
i mposition of toll on the new 338km East Coast hi ghway from Karak in
Pahang t o Kual a Terengganu.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said the rates woul d be
determned | ater.

He said Menteri Besar Abdul Hadi Awang and State Executive Council
menbers had al so agreed to help in the acquisition of land for the RW. 62
billion project.

"The Terengganu Gover nnent understands the i nportance of such a hi ghway
and has agreed to the inmposition of toll," he told reporters after an
hour-1ong nmeeting with Hadi, State Executive Council menbers and Wrks
Mnistry officials at his Mnistry today.

Sany Vel lu gave the assurance that the rates woul d be "peopl e-ori ent ed"
and | ower than that inposed al ong the North-South hi ghway.

"The ministry will be forwarding plans on the project to the State
Gover nnent soon follow ng which | and acquisition is expected to begin," he
sai d.

Sany Vel lu had said in Decenber |ast year that the Cabi net woul d
reconsi der the construction of the Terengganu stretch of the highway after
the Pas Governnent had stated that it would not encourage toll collection.

He had said that if the highway was built and the people chose not to
use it, the concessionaires would not be able to recover their costs.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had suggested that the
State Governnent subsi dise the portion which would run through Terengganu
by providing | and free of charge to the concessionaire or bearing part of
the toll charges.

Al ternatively, he had said that the State Governnent could build the
road on its own and inpose a toll which it felt was reasonabl e.

The highway will begin in Karak and go through Ment akab, Tenerl oh,

Mar an, Kuantan, Jabur, Bukit Besi, Ajil and Chendering, ending in Kual a
Ter engganu.

He said the first phase |inking Karak to Temerl oh in Pahang and
Chenderiang to Bukit Besi in Terengganu woul d begi n sinultaneously as soon
as | and acqui sition was conpl et ed.

The project is expected to be conpleted in three-and-a-half years.

Meanwhi | e, Hadi said the State Governnent would ful fil al
responsibilities onits part to ensure the project was carried out
snoot hly and on schedul e.

He said people living al ong the Chenderi ng-Bukit Payung stretch of the
hi ghway woul d be rel ocated. The rest of the highway will run through
| argely plantation and Federal Governnent | and.

"W have made preparations and assure the people that their lives wll
not be affected in any way."

On how t he peopl e of Terengganu felt about the State Government's
decision to accept the tolled highway, he said they were satisfied and
under stood the i nportance of such a project.

"There is always an alternative route and no one is forced to use the
hi ghway, " he sai d.

On the party's stand with regard to the all eged assault of two Ummo
menbers by a Pas menber in Tenerloh on Friday, he said it was a persona
matter between t hem
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