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THE Har vard Asi a Busi ness Conference "Asia at the Dawn of the M| enni unt
hel d at Harvard Busi ness School, Boston on 28-29 January, at which | was a
panel list for two sessions, produced plenty of cheers for what was

percei ved as East Asia's quick recovery fromthe Asian Economi c Crisis of
1997- 98.

Mal aysi a' s exanpl e of rejecting the I MF nedicine was held up as a
success story conpared with Indonesiain particular, even Thailand. | told
t he panel on US Foreign Policy that the outgoing Wrld Bank chi ef
econom st Joseph Stiglitz saidthat the interests of the poor countries
had never been adequately represented at international fora.

Stiglitz now agreed, now that he no longer is muzzled, with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad that the cause of the Asian
financial crisis werethe international financial nmarkets that were t he
root of the problem

My i ndictrment of the US foreign policy | acking consistency, norality, a
Iitany of doubl e standards and anbi val ence was strongly supported by M
Jerone Cohen, | aw professor at New York University, the conference's
nmoder at or on US Foreign policy towards Asia. Professor Wachman of the
FI et cher School of Diplonmacy did not disagree.

Cohen sai d Washi ngt on shoul d be consi stent about its human rights
policy. The US could not have one human rights policy for China while it
is mute about Saudi Arabia where human rights does not exist, adding
besi des even human rights in the USitself needed huge inprovenments. The
panel agreed.

The US non-paynent of its debts to the United Nations is "a di sgrace and
total |y unaccept abl e". Washi ngton's super power status does not entitleit
to include non-paynent of obligatory dues.

Cohen al so condemed Washi ngton's "fuzzy rel ati onshi ps" with Chi na and
Tai wan.

At both panel s | spoke there were no tears for the sacked forner deputy
prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Three speakers referred to him
briefly when conmenting on Mal aysia, two only wanted to know t he status of
his sodony trial while Cohen said perhaps Anwar shoul d come to Harvard
(after he has done histimeinjail) following in the footsteps of N noy
Acqui no (the Philippines), Francis Seow (Si ngapore) and Ki mDae Jung, the
Presi dent of South Korea.

Dougl as Paal (he is Anwar's good friend) though |isted as a panel li st
di d not show up. He was described as the president of Asia-Pacific Policy
Centre.
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