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ARTHUR M Schl esi nger Jr, the famed Anerican historian, saidin The
I mperial Presidency (1973), that "Every president reconstructs the
presi dency to neet his own psychol ogi cal needs."

Ted Sorensen, J.F. Kennedy's wordsnmith said, "In the Wite House the
future rapidly becones the past; and the delay is itself is a decision.”

George W Bush was a great success as governor of Texas as is his
younger brother Jeb in Florida. Their father was, like Jinmry Carter, a
one-termpres
affairs.

But | have the feeling he will make his mark in foreign affairs despite
the fact he has never been outside the USin all his life, except to
Mexi co. Precisely, it is because of that.

Texas has produced three of the 43 presidents in 211 years (or four, if
you count Ei senhower who was born in Texas but raised in Kansas. The
Bushes were born el sewhere but setlled in Texas.) and | have | ost count of
how many chi ef ninisters we have had i n Sabah in 37 years

Thirty-seven years ago, a prototype Texan was President. He was Lyndon
Bai nes Johnson, the only American President who ever visited Mal aysia. |
was an intern in his office when he was Vi ce-President and acconpani ed Tun
Razak to the Wite House when he became President at the height of
I ndonesi a' s Konfrantasi agai nst us.

Johnson, what ever coment at ors and bi ogr aphers have witten about him
was a good friend of this country. Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra, on Tun
Razak's suggestion, agreed to renane the Fel da schenme in Labu, Negri
Senbi | an, Kanmpung LBJ, to comenorate the President's visit there.

Then i n 1988, another Texan (George W Bush Sr who was def eated by Bil
Cinton in 1992) and now his son is in the Oval Ofice.

On polling day | wote in this columm that George WBush woul d wi n what
appeared to be a neck-and-neck race, the closest Presidential election
since 1960. It was as Dan Rat her, the famous broadcaster, said, "this race
is as tight as a too-small bathing suit on a too-hot car ride back from
the beach."

The man who actual |y robbed Gore of his chance was Ral ph Nader, the
G een Party candi date, who commented that "you can't spoil a systemthat's
spoilt to the core.”

The George Bushes now join the John Adanses as the only father-son
occupants of the Oval office

Yet, for its faults, denocracy in the USis imensely strong, and it has
survived the five tortuous and deneani ng weeks t hat have made t he 2000
Presidential El ection an object of bew | dernent and derision across the
gl obe.

| "voted", as indeed did Ml aysia, for Bush sinply because | believe he
will start his tenure in the Wiite House on January 20 2001 wi t hout an
i nherent prejudi ce agai nst Mal aysia. Mal aysia-US bilateral ties are
expected to be enhanced i f, as Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d, the new Presi dent
woul d scrupul ously observe the tradition of not interferinginthe
donestic affairs of another sovereign and i ndependent nation

For sure, Kuala Lunpur will not erupt into party node just yet. But we
are guardedly optimstic.

Presi dent Bush can advance US interests and strategic alliances, even
pronot e denocracy, expand free trade generally and create wealth with a



bal anced policy based on political realism

I amnot del uding nyself that Bush does not have his own foreign policy
priorities. But for as long as his admi nistrati on and he respect our
soverei gnty, he deserves our co-operation and support. W are not,
obj ectively speaking, pol es apart and there are not too many politica
positions that each finds hard to stonmach. Ml aysia being a snmall nation,
israther insignificant in overall US foreign policy though not
uni nportant for US strategi c and conmerci al interests.

After all, Malaysia is the US 11th biggest trading partner. | expect,
at the very |l east, Washington's tone will be nore diplomatic as it strives
to pronote strong defence, denocracy against failed |leaders with failed
policies and state organi sed terrorism

As far as | amconcerned, Bush won Florida all along. For sure,
ultimately the Presidency was decided by a 5-4 US Suprene Court deci sion,
apparently reflecting the justices' own political allegiances. Now,

Mal aysi ans know t here are politicians in black robes!

Two of the four Suprene Court justices who dissented, David Souter and
John Paul Stevens, were appoi nt ees of Republican Presidents, George Bush
Seni or and Geral d Ford respectively, whilst Ruth Bader G nsburg and
St ephen Breyer were appoi ntees of President Clinton. O the five who gave
the Presidency to George W Bush, three were appoi nted by Reagan and one
each by N xon and Bush Seni or.

| was interviewed by an Anerican Radio station and | stated that the
Anerican el ection was fl awed and a farce that had taken the shine out of
Anerican denocracy. It did not convey the best i mage of Anerican denocracy
to the devel opi ng worl d. President Bush should bring newrealismin
i nternational relations by accepting that America cannot be the world's
nmoral guardi an, especially when it is quite clearly arbitrary about whom
it chooses to take the noral high ground.

The Bush Admini stration, with General Colin Powell as his chief foreign
policy advisor, will nore or | ess continue the previous admi nistration's
policy towards Mal aysia, although it is too early to say for certain.

Per haps Bush will put |ess pressure on human rights than Cinton and
concentrate for a while on inproving Aneri can denocracy that has suffered
inthe past five weeks. Bush's victory is a big boost for big business,
the defence i ndustry and special interest groups (oil and tobacco). It is
a disaster for environnental politics and the United Nations.

One nmust not forget that it was Bush Seni or who procl ai med t he " New
Wrld Order” to underscore Washi ngton's worl d donmi nance, and it is not
i npossi bl e for Bush Junior to be nore belligerent in projecting US power,
ignoring the legitimate interests and rights of ot her sovereign states and
puni shing those who do not pretend to accept Washi ngton's policies.

Even a superpower needs friends and nmust be part of the gl oba
comunity. | do not believe Bush and Powell w Il unnecessarily push and
bully smal | nations. However, only time can tell. W nust make American
public opinion our ally. Only Anerican public opinion can contain Bush

Bef ore Bush starts his foreign adventures, as an escape val ve and a
means of avoi di ng any intractabl e probl ens at hone, he nust first deal
withthe bitter divide inthe US political systemand the badly bruised
judiciary. His slimmajority and court-nandated victory should not and
nmust not be translated as a mandate for radi cal i smat hone or overseas. He
has tolive with a neatly divided Senate and only with a slimmajority in
t he House of Representatives. Nevertheless, a victory is a victory,
regardl ess the margi n. Bush shoul d not feel di sadvant aged by public doubt
over his victory and | egiti macy.

For 36 days Americans, and those of us with access to CNN, were able to
wat ch every | aborious detail of Al Gore's desperate and badly advi sed



attenpt to sue his way to the Oval office. | have never seen nore
exhaustive and comni cal instantaneous responses and count er-responses from
vari ous spokespersons on both sides. The process nmust have been extremnely
traumatic for both. In the end, even if it was a bit late, Gore did the
right thing, indeed the only honourable action | eft for himto take:
concede that he had | ost.

" ve been [ ucky enough to have been in the US for three presidenti al
el ections, in 1960, 1984 and 1996. The 2000 el ection nore than any
previously reflected the effect that tel evision has and will continueto
have on politicians and future polls. The el ectronic nedia has al so
i ntroduced a new di mension into politics (not excludi ng Mal aysi an
politics, and many Malay politicians in particular don't seemto know j ust
quite what to nake of this).

Well, even old dogs nust learn newtricks if they want to stay in the
kennel . M nisters should realise that sone of the efforts to use TV
caneras to their advantage often appear nore funny than awe-inspiring.

Bush, in nmany ways, cane out better on TV than Al Gore. Bush is nore
bel i evabl e and natural than Gore, who al ways | ooks awkward, artificial
dull and contrived. The best thing about the 2000 presidential electionis
it shows howpoliticisedthe Anmerican judiciary is, inadditionto the
wi cked ol d Cook County political traditions of corrupt practices, horse
tradi ng and secrecy.

The hi gh-m nded Anerican cleric or ulamak has been exposed. Havi ng
pontificated for years on the superiority of Anerican |iberal denocracy,
he has been unnasked as a practitioner of practical politics and no better
than a pragmati c Mal aysi an politician.

Most presidents cone to Washi ngton bright as freshly nminted di nes and
| eave rmuch di m nished, and Clinton is a good exanpl e.

John Updi ke in Rabbit at Rest (1990) said that George Bush (Sr) tal ked
to Anericans |i ke they were a bunch of norons and they ate it up. "Can you
i magi ne, the Pl edge of Allegiance, "'read ny lips' - can you inmgine crap
like that in this day and age?"

Presi dent Bush Jr will perhaps be gui ded by what Johnson said, "that the
hardest task is not to do what is right, but to know what is right."

Ri chard Ni xon was judged as both brillaint and a villain but he has gone
down in history as one of Anerica's nost significant chief executives. As
George Bush is neither a villain nor smart, he has, | think, a great four
years ahead of him

The Us shoul d not squander its unmatched power and i nfl uence to pronote
peace; enhance denocracy, prosperity, justice and equality.

( END)
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