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The new Mal ay and who he is

THE tenptation to forget our roots is always there, especially when

readi ly avail abl e newfound wealth smles at us. For sone, it istine to
be nore arrogant and rude and for the rare few who can nmanage prosperity
well, it is a humbling experience to be able to do nore for thensel ves and
others with their extra wealth. That is, without forgetting the old-world
val ues they were brought up with - self-discipline, self-respect, guts and
a certain determ nation that points to not taking things for granted.

Al as, the thinking ones in the tide of humanity who nanage to retain
their dignity are few and far in between. Umo president and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad did not nmince words when he said
at the Umo CGeneral Assenbly yesterday that anbng sone urban Mal ays now,
new val ues have enmerged. That it is unnecessary to feel obliged to their
benef act ors has gai ned acceptance, that it is not wong to condemm and
ridicule them And these values are further eroded by politicians with
vested i nterests.

Sadly, for these people who wittingly or unwittingly allow thenselves to
be made tools of, and who believe that it is all right to bite the hand
that feeds them it is high tinme for sonme soul -searching. These are the
same peopl e who have been made nore prosperous through the success of the
New Economic Policy and the Government's efforts in helping to instil nore
meaning into their lives. These are not the Melayu baru the country can be
proud of . As Dr Mahathir points out, there are those who portray the new
Mal ays as drunkards, wonmani sers and ganbl ers which of course is not the
breed of new Mal ays we nean.

As a party responsible for chanpioning the rights of the race, religion
and country, Umo is al so responsible for increasing the nunber of new
Mal ays. Essentially, they are the ones who learn to face life's chall enges
through their ability to control their desires and avoi d negative val ues
whi ch overwhel mthemafter they leave their villages and enjoy life in the
urban areas. The new Mal ays hold strongly to Islam are disciplined and
believe God will help those who help thensel ves. To spread this new Ml ay
culture anong other Malays, it has to be | eadership by exanple.

The party | eader's exhortation to menbers is, w thout doubt, sensible
and practical. Malays will not be less Malay if they take a |l eaf fromthe
book of other conmunities in handling wealth. They have to co-operate with
the Governnent's efforts in bettering their lot, learn to be | ess choosy
and not be conpl acent, especially when the challenge of a borderless world
is on everyone.

Life is a struggle and cliched though it nay sound to some, Umo's
struggle is far fromover. |If anything, it needs to be intensified for the
chal l enges are not just external but internal as well. |If nenbers are not
to |l ose what they already have, everyone nust sit up and realise that not
everyone can be a powerful |eader or be rich, which has never been the
party's objective or pronmise in the first place. If greed and corruption
are not to becone part of the culture, each and everyone has to join hands
in eradicating them

The root of the matter is that in unity lies strength, and it is in a
practising denocracy and the nastery of skills and know edge t hat
devel oprment and progress can be achi eved. Common sense dictates that in
being true to the heart and m nd, any self-respecting individual can stand
tall, and that the truth will always prevail
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