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The party in power is judged principally by performance

Mazl an Nor di n

O inportance in nore ways than one is the current session of the Umo
General - Assenbly, the first with the advent of the new century and new
mllenium Already chosen is the | eadership which will |ead the nation
into the future.

Once said about politics in Britain, hone of party politics, is that
power is sought by many but only sonme will attain it.

More important, it has been rem nded, is one who not only w el ds power
but al so nbulds the future of the country.

The continuity of Umo's | eadership has undoubtedly been due also to the
support gai ned from before i ndependence fromthe Chinese, |ndians, Dayaks,
Kadazan- Dusun and ot her ethnic groups.

In the search for neaning a | ook back to the past night not be
i nappropriate in the present context. As with individuals there are
nmenori es and nmonents of nostalgia too for a political party.

The co-operation between Umo and MCA in the Kual a Lunpur nuni ci pal
el ections in 1952 which gave birth to the Alliance was transformed into
the Bari san Nasional with 14 conponent parties in 1974 during Tun Razak's
prem ership. Even Pas, the main Ml ay opposition was a nenber.

Formed in 1946 to counter the Ml ayan Union inposed by the British, Umo
was inpelled by the inperatives of Malay heritage and indeed, its
survival. H dup Mel ayu becane its sl ogan.

Some five years later Umo Youth changed the slogan to "Merdeka". Anbng
those who played a key role in the decision was Razak, in his capacity as
yout h | eader.

Brought up in the Umo General Assenbly on 24-25 March, the new sl ogan
was agai n accepted, with 34 voting in favour and 23 agai nst. That
conservati smwas still strong was reflected in the vote count.

On 27 June, 1951 the Umo Secretary-Ceneral, Hussein Onn informed party
menbers that Datuk Onn woul d not be defending his party presidency as he
was | eaving to formthe I MP (I ndependence for Ml aya Party).

Among t hose who opposed was Razak who rem nded Datuk Onn that if he left
Umo he woul d | ose his political base.

In the biannual Umo Assenmbly on 29-30 March 1952, the position of
Deputy President was created and then President Tunku Abdul Rahman
per suaded Razak to contest.

In the event he was chal | enged by Mustapha Hussain, a left-wi ng | eader.
Razak won al t hough with a not confortable majority.

Thus seal ed was Razak's association with Tunku until the latter becone
Prime M nister on attai nnment of independence. Razak succeeded hi msone 12
years |later in Septenber 1970.

Brought in later to join his cabinet was Hussein Onn, first as Education
M nister and later as deputy Prinme mnister.

Invited back into the party was Dr Mahathir Mohamad, together with Misa
H tam The rest is history.

Anmong reasons for Umo's strength is its capacity to face opposition
chal | enges fromwhi chever quarter

As has been stated the opposition could confine thenselves to proni ses
whi | st the governnent is judged by results.

Per haps there was a | esson drawn also fromthe old Labour Party in
Britain which failed in successive elections after winning the first at
the end of World War Two. Noted was the failure of the Labour Party to



talk to, and listen to the people instead of only to thensel ves.

As acknowl edged Umo nenbers are not a nanby-panby | ot and they do not
accept political ukases w thout demur. Self-scrutiny is evident at various
| evel s.

Added proof was the run-up to the suprene council elections amd
repeated rem nders about the dangers of noney politics.

Much earlier was the birth of Semangat 46 and its aftermath. Wo was it
who said that friends nmake nore tenpting targets than enemi es?

On the edge of Kanpong Baru, just three kilonetres fromthe venue of the
Umo Ceneral Assenbly is an old two-storey hotel built sone 60 years ago
and nanmed New Hot el .

It was where some Umo del egates stayed during Umo assenblies in the
old days. Still remenbered by this scribe was Wan Kadir Isnail from
Ter engganu, | ater Deputy M nister.

The roons were not air-conditioned and the bat hroomwas at the back, and
in the norning there was a queue.

A good nany of the del egates were school teachers. They shared transport
to cone to Kuala Lunpur while others cane by train or bus.

The hotel was where news-reporters went to interview certain del egates
for inside stories.

Wth the passage of tine and the changi ng of the guard new chal | enges
are posed in view of needs of the hour fromthe constituents and the
popul ace at large which the party in power has to confront or fulfil.

Wil e others can nake pronises the party in power is continually judged
by what it delivers. The job never ends.
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