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The police nmust uphold the I aw

A. Kadir Jasin

NO matter how hi gh the acknow edgenent we accord forner |Inspector-Cenera
of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor for his services to the country, we cannot
but agree with the court that his offence against fornmer Deputy Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas a serious one.

Even Rahim al beit after a | ong delay and under investigation by a
speci al Gover nnent - appoi nted panel, admtted to causing hurt to Anwar
while the latter was in police custody in Septenber, 1998.

On Wednesday, Rahi mwas sentenced to two nmonths' jail and fined the

maxi mum RM2, 000 for causing hurt to Anwar.

He had, the day before, changed his plea to guilty to a | esser charge of
causing hurt.

Rahi mwas earlier charged with attenpting to cause grievous hurt.

The former 1 GP pleaded guilty to punching and hitting a blindfol ded and
handcuffed Anwar at the Bukit Aman | ock-up about 10.45pm on Sept 20, 1998.
The maxi mum sentence under the anended charge is a jail termof one year
or fine or both.

Kual a Lunpur Sessions Court judge Akhtar Tahir, in sentencing Rahim

said public interest demanded that the sentence nmust not only be a | esson
to the accused but also to the public.

"And because the accused is a fornmer |G, the sentence will be a | esson
to the police force to be mindful not to ignore the |Iaw when carryi ng out
their duties to uphold peace in the country,” he said.

Akhtar said the court did not make |ight of the offence of a person
causi ng physical hurt to another person, whether it be a dignitary or a
mai d.

But the prosecution considered the sentence i nadequate. A statenent from
the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers issued i mediately after the sentencing
said the Attorney-General, Tan Sri Mohtar Abdul | ah, had ordered the appea
for a hi gher sentence.

Regardl ess of the outcone of the appeal, the fact remains that the

of fence was comm tted in what can be consi dered bizarre circunstances.
And that it involved the highest-ranking | aw enforcenent officer and a
once powerful politician in the country nade it even nore conpelling.

One cannot agree nore with the judge that the sentence would be a | esson
to police personnel not to ignore the | aw when carrying out their duties.
Waile we are fully supportive of the police force in its challenging
task of mmintaining | aw and order, we nust not forget that the | aw of the
| and protects every person who lives in this country.

Wth the benefit of hindsight, even the nedia shoul d accept sone neasure
of responsibility for not pursuing the incident nore vigorously when it
happened. | amnot excluding nmyself fromthe responsibility.

ITis not every often - in fact it is very rare - for the head of a
gover nment departnent to admt the w ongdoi ngs of his subordinates.

More often, he or she will vehenently deny any accusati on agai nst his or
her depart nment.

Very often the nedia is accused of sensationalism

So it cane as a great relief when on Wednesday, Road Transport

Depart ment director-general Datuk Mohd Shahar Sidek openly admitted that
some of his officers were involved in nmanipul ating records of stolen
vehi cl es.

He went on to prom se action against the officers, saying that the



departnent woul d | odge a police report soon.

Al t hough the number of officers suspected of being involved is snmall -
two or three according to Shahar - their activities constitute a serious
crime and breach of public confidence.

G ven the |l ess than clean i nage of the departnent and the many

compl aints by the public, one cannot fault the aggrieved notor vehicle
buyers for their plan to sue the agency for negligence.

It was reported that 14 notorists who unknow ngly purchased stolen cars
which were re-registered with the RTD intend to sue the departnent.

They al so plan to sue finance conpanies, if their vehicles were bought
under hire purchase, and individual sellers in the event of cash

pur chases.

Shahar shoul d be commended for his action, though he has to work harder
to convince the public that the action of the corrupt officers "does not
reflect on the departnment's credibility".

Still it is bravery of sorts for Shahar to nmake the adm ssion and he

must be prepared to be an outcast in his departnent and anbng ot her senior
civil servants.

ITis ritualistic and is called tunjuk nuka. That is what sone

busi nessnmen do when they follow the Prinme Mnister or other |eaders on
their local and foreign trips.

Their sole purpose is to register their presence. Business is not on
their minds - at least not in the places visited by the dignitari es.

Thi s does not, however, nmean that they do not take the exercise
seriously. They do.

Wil e they may not be seeking to do business in | ndonesia, which Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad recently visited, or anywhere else in the world,
they use such trips to touch base with whoever is the nission | eader.

It appears that overseas trips in particular are popular wth

busi nessnmen because they have the mission | eader to thensel ves for severa
days, during which they take full advantage to informhimor her of their
next endeavour

They are not the worst type. There are those who join these mnissions
purely for fun. The trips offer theman excuse to get away from honme and
office - usually on conpany tine and noney.

These are the people who tend to cause the m ssions problenms and
enbarrassment, as Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n hi ghli ghted during
the Prime Mnister's visit to Jakarta | ast week.

They are nore likely to use these inportant trips to inpress - with
their expensive suits, their dianond-studded wist watches and their

endl ess but enpty nenoranduns of understandi ng.

The nedi a had highlighted this often enough in the past, sometines at

its own peril.

Reports have been published of businessnmen bei ng unhappy with travel
arrangenents. O not being seated close enough to the Prine Mnister in

t he aeropl ane and at dinners. O poor acconmodati on and hectic schedul es.
Sone even conpl ai ned about the size of the towels, as happened during the
Prime Mnister's trip to the then USSR in 1987.

Unfortunately, as had been highlighted in this colum as early as 1993,
the presence of these people was not wi thout the know edge and consent of
the officials who put together the visits.

This is not neweither. It has happened with every Prine Mnister. In
sonme i nstances quite deliberately because the size of the m ssion counts.
Sone cone al ong to nake up the nunber

Only greater scrutiny and detail ed planning of the private sector
conmponent of the mission will |essen the problens caused by the hangers-
on.



In reality, not every serious businessnan |ikes to participate in
overseas trips because they are tinme-consum ng and costly.
Many do so out of respect for the Government and the | eader of the
n ssi on.
Maybe it is better to base future mssions on quality of participation
than on the size of its nmenbership.
A RECENT trip back to Alor Star put nme in touch with two former teachers
to whom | dearly owe part of ny schooling
One taught me Bahasa Mal aysia and the other Malay literature at St
M chael ' s Secondary School in Alor Star.
They retired sonme years ago as headmasters and are now spending tinme on
soci al work and taking care of their grandchildren
They cannot be nore different. The ol der of the two has al ways been
reserved, soft-spoken and pious. He was so unintimdating that a few of us
t hought not hing of bullying himinto donating noney for school clubs and
associ ati ons.
He taught us what it took to be good students and better human bei ngs
later in life.
O course, it was boring. As teenagers, we wanted to have fun and be
bad. He could not help us in that departnent.
He went on to be awarded the State and Federal Tokoh Guru titles for his
achi evenent. Recently, he was nade a Datuk by the Sultan of Kedah.
He is as hunble as ever and remains a staunch supporter of Umo and the
Gover nment .
The other is a man of runbustious character but kind and generous.
He was ever ready to take us into his house, feed us and even | end us
hi s Vol kswagen beet| e.
Needl ess to say, he was al so responsible for teaching us the ways of the
worl d - both good and bad.
It may be rare and unthi nkabl e today, but back in the 1960s we dabbl ed
i n menurun nonbor ekor. People would go to great lengths to seek the
magi cal four-digit lottery nunber fromall manner of spirits, hantu and
penunggu.
Thi s younger teacher was once a believer in the magi ¢ of m nyak pengasih
- the love potions that would help you win the heart of the girl of your
dreameffortlessly.
O course, like the enpat nonbor ekor given to you by the spirits, who
very often spoke with a Thai slang, the | ove potions never worked.
The pantun, sajak and a finely crafted surat cinta witten on scented
paper worked better.
Though now a grandfather, he remains fun-loving and in the |ast genera
el ection supported Pas. He said he is only a peneriksa kira-kira (auditor)
for the party's local ranting (branch).
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