02/ 09/ 2000

The true spirit of patriotism

ITis significant that the 43rd National Day cel ebrations see a new and
hi gher |l evel of maturity anong Mal aysians fromall wal ks of |ife that
acknow edges not only social and political paradox but transcends
political affiliations.

This is as it should be. Such show of national pride is, arguably,
synbolic. But synbols do matter and shoul d be seen in good faith.

I ndeed, good faith is absolutely indispensable in a nulti-racial country
like Malaysia. It would be disastrous for our national unity if every word
and phrase uttered, every deed done and every engagenent with a nationa
event and cause to be prejudiced by bad faith, cynicismand distrust.

Keranamu Mal aysia suns it all up. Its enptive content strikes a chord in
all of us but it is not a political ploy. Patriotismand | ove for the
nmot her|l and nust prevail above everything else, including racial, religious
and political divide. The ideol ogy of pragnatism as reflected in the
Rukun Negara, and our unity should not be violated by the denbns of racial
and religious bigotry.

The political realismand pragmati smthat contributed to the
constitutional frameowk for our national political life nust be
recogni sed and adhered to. The demands made by Suqui is one exanple where
such realismand pragnati smwere nonentarily forgotten. The tensions
briefly created reinforce the fact that any political stance and denand
must be guided by internally consistent principles, as found in the
Constitution, and not on the expedi ency of the nonent.

Gusts and tenpests are around us, ready to turn the country into a
turbul ent sea and t hus, each and every Mal aysi an nust di splay noral
restraints and inner resistance so that we will not succunb to extrem sts
who indulge in politics of hate, nmaking inflammtory statenents and
stirring racial sentinments. As said by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, inciting hatred against others in order to gain support
for oneself is |like playing with fire.

Lest such statenent be regarded as a formof political repression, as is
the tendency of foreign political analysts, it nmust be borne in mnd that
dissent, as long as it is within the orbit of legality, has al ways been
allowed in this country. The crux of Dr Mahathir's nessage is sinple - he
favours politics as practical norality, as a service to the truth and as
means for the realisation of a higher and total formof Ml aysia's
devel opnent and civilization.

That conpeting political parties with different ideol ogies could be
together on one platformto cel ebrate National Day speaks for the
prevailing spirit of patriotismand the country's consensual tradition on
t he conmon good. Those possessed with nother-of-all cynicismmy regard
such show of unity as a nere act or sandi wara.

But we trust this is not the case. The Opposition's stand on certain
i ssues has oscill ated between delinquency and plain cussedness but at the
end of the day they, too, realised that they have a stake in ensuring that
patriotismis manifested in word and in deed and kept alive as the guiding
force in the on-goi ng process of nation-building.

This is no time for Machiavellian manouevres. It is time for
reconciliation to Rukun Negara principles and constitutional dictates, for
st at esmanshi p and consci enti ous action and, above all, for politica
sobriety and wi sdom
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