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The ugly Mal aysi an rears his head again
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THE ugly Mal aysian i s rearing his head again as the econony bounces back
fromthe recent crisis. Many seemto have forgotten that the country was,
just two years ago, plunged into the worst recession in its independent
history with nuch of the wealth whi ch t ook decades to create destroyed

al most overni ght.

The i mproved economi ¢ conditions and feel -good factor coupled with the
i nproved performance of the stock market, corporations, banking and
financi al sector, the manufacturing and export sector, have brought the
smi | e back to the faces of Mal aysi an busi nessmen and entrepreneurs.

Many are wal king tall again as the V-shaped recovery begins to showin
the bottomlines with much of the red ink erased. This initself is
wel come. But the recovery has al so brought out the ugly side of
Mal aysi ans, wi th many taki ng t hi ngs for granted and becom ng arrogant in
their dealings. They have forgotten what they had to go through during the
bad tinmes and it is "back to the good ol d days" or should it be "the bad
ol d days"? Haven't we |l earnt anything fromthe crisis?

Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n was vi si bl y upset when severa
busi nessnmen acconpanying Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
Jakarta recently did not attend the individual neetings with their
I ndonesi an counterparts. H s annoyance i s under st andabl e and even
justified as the I ndonesi ans want to |l earn fromMal aysi a howto get out of
their crisis.

The busi nessnmen were told to be serious and not just show up to be seen
withthe Prine Mnister. "It is serious business," they were reni nded as
"it involves the i mage and good nanme of the country and t he busi nessnen
t hensel ves".

This, however, is not the first tine busi nessnmen acconpanying the Prine
M ni ster and mini sters have been ticked off for not attendi ng nmeeti ngs and
t aki ng t hese overseas "assi gnments"” seriously. It is increasingly evident
t hat Mal aysi ans have very short nenori es.

Al'l Ml aysians - be they busi nessmen, entrepreneurs, politicans or
journalists - have a responsibility to ensure that the "good nane of the
country" is not tarnished by their irresponsi bl e behavi our and attitude
abr oad.

Mal aysi ans are fortunate that they did not have to suffer as much as
many of their nei ghbours. Honme grown and unorthodox renedi es saved t he
country and its citizens fromsocial dislocation and di sruption
Unenpl oynent and | ayoffs were limted, inflation checked and Mal aysi a

continues to attract foreign labour to fill vacancies.
The country was al so spared the humliation suffered by its neighours of
having tocall inthe International Mnetary Fund (I M) to hel p. The once

"proud” | ndonesia was huniliated as the nation and the worl d wat ched
Presi dent Suharto sign the | M- agreenent under the wat chful eye of then
| MF managi ng di rector M chel Candessus.

It was a scene of a "defeated arny general" signing away his territory
tothe victor. This is how one I ndonesi an described the now f anous
pi cture.

It was extrenely degrading to see the president do that, an I ndonesi an
friend said, adding that his country did not have the nuscle nor the
courage to stand up to pressure fromabroad. This was especially sowth
the crisis that hit fast and deep. This point was al so nade by Presi dent



Abdur r ahman Wahi d when he addressed UNCTAD X i n Bangkok recently.

I ndonesi ans are still suffering and trying to pick up the pieces to get
onwith their lives and to rebuild their nation. Indonesiais turning to
Mal aysia for help and is keen to | earn nore about the New Econoni c Policy
and its wealth distribution characteristics.

Mal aysi an busi nessmen shoul d not ignore these calls for hel p and hel p
they certainly can.

I ndonesi a' s economi ¢ prosperity and political stability is critical to
the stability of the region. Mal aysia's "prosper thy nei ghbour” policyis
even nore rel evant today than it was before the crisis.

Al the nore, Ml aysi ans should be aware of the role they can play in
ensuring econoni ¢ devel opnent in Indonesia, a country which shares a | ong
border wi th Mal aysi a. The econom c prosperity of Indonesia w |l also have
an i mpact on Mal aysia and its busi nesses.

When t hey once consi dered t hensel ves "big brother" to Mal aysia, the
| ndonesi ans now consi der thensel ves | ucky to have Mal aysia as a friend and
nei ghbour on whomthey can depend and | ook to for assistance.

Circunst ances have changed and so has the situation. But it does not
gi ve Mal aysi ans, or anyone el se, the right to ignore the inportance of
cooperation and assi st ance.

It does not matter that the businessnen pay their own way when
acconpanying the Prime M ni ster and other mnisters. Wiat is inportant and
relevant is that they represent their country well through their
behavi our, actions, deeds and words.
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