15/ 04/ 2000
Third World wants to be party to G7 decisions: Dr M

Har dev Kaur in Havana (Cuba)

HAVANA ( Cuba), Fri: Devel oping countries will not be willing to consider
any resol ution made by the Goup of Seven (G 7) where the forner is not
represent ed.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d: "Wat ever deci si ons
t hey make, even if we are present, if the decisionis bad for us we wll
still not accept."”

He told a press conference at the press centre in Havana that it is
i nportant for devel oping countries to give their views in the hope that
they (G7) will modify their stand so that it would not hurt us.

Dr Mahat hir was asked about his proposal in the plenary session of the
Goup of 77 (G 77) nmeeting that the chairman of G 77, Chief Arthur CI.
Mbanef o of Nigeria, present the views to G7 when they nmeet in Japan in
July.

I n maki ng the proposal, he spoke of the adverse i npact the deci sion of
G 7 has had on devel opi ng countri es.

Citing the Plaza Accord as an exanple, the Prine Mnister said the
reval uation of the yen was designed to reduce the deficit of rich
countries w th Japan by maki ng Japanese goods nore expensi ve.

"But when the yen is reval ued, our borrow ngs of yen require nore | ocal
currencies in order to buy yen to repay the | oans. The Pl aza Accord
i ncreased t he debt burden of devel opi ng countri es.

"I see no harmin applying sonme pressure and at the sane tinme have a
di al ogue, " Dr Mahat hir sai d, adding that "even nowwe find that sone of
the G7 countries are quite willing to talk to us".

In fact, the G 15 countries have already asked the G77 to allowits
representatives totalk to the G7.

The G 77 deci sion for Mianefo to present its views was "sone ki nd of
pressure on the G7 to listen to us".

Dr Mahathir hastened to add: "But | amquite sure that others who are in
a position to have a di al ogue with themcan al so do so."

The G 7 groups the US, the UK France, Italy, Canada, Japan and Ger many.
Russi a attends the neetings as an observer.

The group is scheduled to nmeet in Okinawa fromJuly 21 to 23.

On whet her the different | evels of devel opnent in the G77 had an inpact
ontheir views and i nterests, Dr Mahathir said while "our interests may be
different, all agreed that they want a common stand to get the G 7 and the
other rich countres to listen to the views of the poor countries".

( END)
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