30/ 10/ 2000
“Those who snear us are traitors'

Farush Khan

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad today | abel | ed
as traitors those who | aunched snear canpai gns to di scourage forei gners
frominvesting in this country and hoped it woul d not get any support.

The Prime M nister said no matter what their grievances were, they
shoul d not have resorted to such action as it coul d damage the country's
econony and was detrinental to the people' s well being.

He expressed di sappoi ntment with opposition party Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal whomhe said had paid a United States firmto di scredit Ml aysi a
so that foreigners would not invest in the country.

He was speaki ng to about 300 Mal aysi ans residing in Brunei during |unch
at the Enmpire Hotel and Country Resort in Jerudong, about 20 kil onetres
fromhere. Anpong t hose who attended were | awyers, busi nessnmen, teachers,
and university students.

Acconpani ed by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali and a 42- nenber
entourage, Dr Mahathir, flewin fromHong Kong where he addressed the Asia
Soci ety last night.

After lunch, Dr Mahathir paid a courtesy call on Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah
at the Istana Nurul Iman. He went for horse riding in the evening at the
Jerudong Pol o C ub.

Dr Mahat hir then had a neeting with the Sultan where they di scussed
matters of bilateral interests. He is scheduled to return to Kual a Lunpur
t onor r ow.

There are between 20, 000 and 23, 000 Mal aysi ans living in Brunei.

Though he di d not name anyone, he was obviously referring to the
adm ssi on conf essi on by Keadi | an Youth chi ef Mohamad Ezam Mohanmad Nor t hat
he had visited the United States and Europe recently to fornment hatred
agai nst Dr Mahathir for the Governnent's treatnment of former Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim who is nowserving ajail sentence.

Ezamwas quoted as sayi ng that a nunber of | eaders in Keadil an,
including its president Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wn Isnmail, who is
Anwar's wi fe, was responsi ble for |aunching the snmear canpai gn.

Dr Mahathir al so took to task those who resorted to action that coul d
split the Ml ays.

"The Mal ays are not safe as yet. They are still behind in educati on and
econony. If thereis asplit, they will not achi eve anyt hing. They may be
col oni sed again."

He hoped everyone understood the i nportance of Malay unity.
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