10/ 11/ 2000
Three broad thenmes for neeting

Ashraf Abdullah i n Bandar Seri Begawan

THREE broad themes - buil ding stronger foundations, creating new
opportunities and naki ng the Asi a-Pacific Econom ¢ Co-operation forum
matter nmore - will dominate the Apec m nisterial neeting on Sunday and
Monday.

Under Brunei's | eadership, Apec's overall priority for this year is
delivering to the community by pronoti ng sustai ned econom c growh to
rai se i ncone and reduce poverty in the region.

Mal aysia will be represented by International Trade and I ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, while the mnistry's deputy secretary-
general Datuk Abdul Razak Ramli |eads the teamto the senior officials
neet i ng whi ch begi ns today.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad will arrive here on
Tuesday to attend the | eaders' neeting schedul ed for Wednesday and
Thursday. He will hold bilateral tal ks with several |eaders, including
Russi an president Vladimr Putin.

Dr Mahathir will address the Apec CEGCs sunmit on Thursday.

Bernama reports that trade and gl obal issues will features in the tal ks
with Putin.
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