17/ 08/ 2000
Three for MB's post (HL)

Anni e Freeda Cruez; Ranl an Said

KLANG Wed. - The number of potential candi dates being considered to take
over as Sel angor Menteri Besar has been whittled down to three fromthe
list of 11 proposed by the State Umo.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad i s believed to have
di scussed the three names with the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul t an Sal ahuddi n
Abdul Aziz Shah at I|stana Negara in Kual a Lunpur today.

Umo sources said the three were the Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk Dr
Zai nal Abi di n Ahmad, State Housing, Local Government and Squatters
comittee chai rman Dat uk Mohd Mokht ar Ahnad Dahal an and St ate Rural
Devel opnent, Agricul ture and Fi sheries conmittee chairman Dat uk Raj a
| deris Raja Ahnad.

However, there is no clear indication yet as to whether one of them
woul d definitely be picked to be the 13th Menteri Besar of Sel angor
following the resignation of Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar | ast Thursday
after having served in the post for three years and two nont hs.

It is also not certain whether this was the final shortlist or if there
wer e ot hers being consi dered fromthe 11 nanes submtted to Dr Mahathir at
Putraj aya | ast Friday by Sel angor Unmo Deputy Liai son Conmittee chairman
Tan Sri Mihammad Mihanmad Tai b.

Anong t he ot hers proposed were State Entrepreneur Devel opnent and Snal |
and Medi umscal e I ndustry conmi ttee chai rman Dat uk Abdul Fat ah | skandar,
State Infrastructure and I nformati on and | nformati on Technol ogy comittee
chai rman Datuk Mohd Sharif Jajang, Deputy State Assenbly speaker Dat uk
Sal amon Sel amat, Sel at Kel ang St at e Assenbl yman Dat uk Zakaria @Zai nal Ml
Der os, Sel ayang Baru St ate Assenbl yman Dat uk Ahnmad Bhari Abd Rahman,
Puchong St ate Assenbl yman Dat uk Mohamad Sati mDi nan, Hul u Bernam State
Assenbl yman Dat uk Mohaned | dris Abu Bakar and Batang Kali State
Assenbl yman Dat uk Zai nal Abi di n Sakom

The political scene is abuzz with tal k concerning the energence of dark-
horses, particul arly Beranang State Assenbl yman Ahamad Kuri s Mohd Nor, 43.
Several callers who have been cl osely followi ng the New Straits Ti mes on
the | at est devel opnents i n Sel angor were curious to know nore about him
especi al Iy his background.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw said
Dr Mahat hir had di scussed t he appoi nt nent of the new Menteri Besar with
hi m

"Yes, we have net on the matter but the decision and announcenent will
be made by the Prine Mnister."

Speaki ng after the Umo managenent conmittee neeting at Menara Dat uk
Onn, Abdullah, who is party deputy president, said the sel ection of the
new man to | ead Sel angor woul d not pose any probl emas besi des submitting
a list of potential candi dates, the State Umo had al so pledged its
support to whoever chosen by Dr Mhathir.

Onthe criteria of a Menteri Besar sought by the party, Abdullah said he
shoul d be one with integrity and | eadership qualities.

On the possibility of hi mnaking the announcenent as the Prinme M nister
is |leaving for overseas on Saturday, Abdullah said: "I don't know about
that but anything is possible. Soit is better for everybody to wait."

It is possible the Prine Mnister may | eave the task of making the
announcenent to his deputy. If this is so, then the announcenent coul d be
made by Abdul | ah on Saturday, the day after Dr Mahat hir | eaves for



Mozanbi que to attend the South African I nternational D al ogue.
( END)
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