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THREE POSTS EXPECTED TO BE WON UNCONTESTED

KUALA LUMPUR, March 20 (Bernama) -- Three posts are expected to be won
uncontested in the Umo election in May follow ng the increasi ng nunber of
nom nati ons received by the main contenders while their chall engers have so
far only received one nom nati on each

The posts of president, deputy president and Umo Yout h head appeared
nost |ikely to be won uncontested.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who is Umo president has
recei ved 78 nominations conpared to his sole challenger, Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah, the Kelantan Umo |iaison chief, who has so far only received one
nom nation, fromthe Tanah Merah division

Dr Mahat hir needs anot her 38 nomi nations before he could emerge wi nner
in the race. He needs 116 nominations to wi n uncontested.

He appeared certain to be able to receive that nunber of nom nation
this week as 50 Umo divisions holding their del egates conferences from
Thursday to Sunday will surely abide by the advice of the Umo Suprene
Counci| and nom nate himfor the presidency.

In the event that Tengku Razaleigh fails to receive 49 nore nom nations
required to qualify to contest for the post when all the divisions have
hel d their del egates conferences at the end of the nmonth, Dr Mahathir will
automatically wi n uncontest ed.

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who has al so received 78 nom nations
for the post of deputy president, requires 133 nominations to win the post
uncont est ed.

H s sol e contender, Tengku Razal ei gh, has received only one nom nation
al so fromthe Tanah Merah divi sion

For the post of Umo Youth head, acting head Dat uk H shamuddi n Hussein
who has received 114 nom nations conpared to his sole contender, Tanjong
Umo Yout h division head Raja Munir Raja Mistapha, who has received only
one nom nation, appeared confortable enough to win the post uncontest ed.

Raj a Munir was nom nated by his own division

However, contests for the three posts of vice president and the posts
of Wanita Umo head, deputy Wanita Umo head and Umo Youth deputy head
wi |l be tough.

So far, nine of the 11 contenders for the three posts of vice president
continue to receive an increasing nunber of nomi nations fromthe 27
di visions which held their divisional conferences |ast week.

The contenders are incunbent Datuk Seri Najib Razak (75), Datuk Abdu
Ghani O hman (45), Datuk Seri Abu Hassan QOmar (31), Datuk Osu Sukam (22),
Tan Sri Mohamed |sa Sanmad (16), Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar (13), Tan Sri
Muhammad Muhamad Taib (12), Datuk Rais Yatim (10), Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin
(8) and Tengku Razal ei gh and Datuk Taj ol Rosli Ghazali who received two
nom nati ons each.

However, Tajol Rosli has earlier announced that he will not be
contesting for the post at the party el ection

Naj i b, Abdul Ghani, Abu Hassan and Osu have already qualified to
contest for the post. Candidates are required to receive 17 noninations to
enable themto contest.

Five others are al so expected to qualify to contest as 86 ot her
di vi sions have yet to hold their del egates conferences.

For the post of Wanita Umo head, incunbent Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man and former head Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz already qualified to



contest and nore nominations are coming in for both of them

Those vying for the post need to have 33 nonmi nations. Rafidah now has
64 and Siti Zaharah 46.

For the post of deputy Wanita Ummo head, Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jali
and Ai non Khariyah Mohanmed Abas already qualified to contest while
i ncunmbent Dat uk Napsiah Orar requires 13 nore nominations to qualify to
defend her post.

Contenders for the post need to have 26 nomi nations. Shahrizat has 64
and Ai non Khariyah 33.

For the post of Umo Youth deputy head, Zein Isma Ismail requires five
nmore nom nations to qualify to contest. Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir already
has 87 nom nati ons.
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