17/ 11/ 2000
Three-year tenure to stay (HL)

Abdul Razak Ahmad; Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - After careful and detail ed di scussions, the Umo
supreme counci|l today dropped its proposal to amend the constitutionto
increase the tenure of office of supreme council and divisional chiefs
fromthree to five years, party deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi sai d.

The proposal was meant to tune in the termof these office bearers to
that of the duration of parlianent.

The deci si on comes just two days before the extraordi nary genera
assenbly for del egates to debate, anong ot hers, whether or not to anend
the constitution to provide for the five-year term

Abdul | ah announced t he deci sion after chairing a two-hour counci
neeting at the party headquarters at Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, who returned hone after
attendi ng the Asia Pacific Econonic Co-operation summit in Brunei, said he
accepted the council's deci sion.

"If the majority is such, we have to abide by it,
t he Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport.

He said that the divisions had earlier not rai sed objections "but |ater
many voi ced t heir di sagreenent and so we do not want to go ahead with the
amendment s".

Dr Mahathir said the proposal to extend the tenure of office of
di vi si onal heads and council nenbers was never neant to enabl e a person to
hol d the post for a | ong period.

"W do not want to hold posts for along tine. Let it be anybody, if
peopl e do not agree that he hol ds the post, then people will not vote for
him" he said.

Abdul | ah sai d after the neeting: "The deci sion was made after taking
i nto account views which were subm tted during ny neeting with the
division heads... (So) it's back to the status quo."

It is understood the council agreed to drop the proposed anendnent after
taking i nto consideration views fromvarious quarters, includingthe
grassroots.

The council had, at its |last neeting two weeks ago, proposed an
amendrent to the constitution which would extend their termof serviceto
five years.

In fact, many Umo wat chers and observers had al so nade known their
vi ews on the anendnent.

Abdul I ah, who is Deputy Prime Mnister, said the council's decision
reflected the party's willingness tolisten and take into consideration
the views of the grassroots and ot hers.

Many nmenbers felt there was no need for an extension (of tenure) as the
exi sting arrangenent was wor ki ng wel | .

Di vi sion heads al so cited several inplications, anong which were that it
woul d kill denocracy and turn away younger people, the very ones Umo
wants to attract.

Abdul | ah said the council also agreed that all three | evel s of the party

he told reporters at

structure - branch, division and suprene council - would hold their
el ections in the sane year instead of the staggered sessions currently
practi sed.

The nove, he said, also nmeant that the branch comittees' two-year term
woul d be extended by anot her year.



W decided to have all levels of party election in the sanme year to
reduce the regularity of party el ections at whatever | evel, he added.

Asked about the call by quarters within the party, to abolish the
requi rement that candi dates vying for council posts secure a certain
percent age of nominati ons fromthe divisions, Abdull ah said: "There was no
suggestion on the matter fromthe suprenme council."

He added that it was the division heads who expressed opi nions on the
matter when they met hi mon Sunday.

"We have been inforned by the party's permanent chai rman that accordi ng
to the rules, this new proposal cannot be brought to the assenbly (for
tabl i ng) because the extraordi nary general assenbly this Saturday is to
di scuss anendnents proposed by the supreme council, not by the division
heads. "

As such, Abdull ah said the present nom nation systemwoul d remain.

Asked whet her proposals fromthe grassroots were bl ocked by any of the
party's conmttees, he said:

"Al'l suggestions and views given to (vice-president) Tan Sri Mihyi ddin
Yassin who i s the chai rman of the constitutional amendnent conmmittee were
subnitted and di scussed at three nmanagenent and di sciplinary committee
neetings and three suprene council neetings."

Abdul | ah sai d al t hough there m ght be divisions which believed their
rej ected proposal s had si zeabl e support, they al so needed t o under st and
that there were other divisions which felt otherw se.

Taking this into account, he said the council decided to vet the
proposal s in such a way so that only those which had strong support were
consi dered for tabling.

Asked what woul d happen if del egates at Saturday's assenbly took to the
floor and expressed their objectionto any of the amendnents, Abdullah
sai d: "When we table any proposal, the permanent chairman will request for
support fromthe floor."

Any proposed anendment nust obtain a mnimumtwo-thirds najority vote
fromthe del egates, he said.

On party nmenbers who wanted to tabl e individual nmotions, Abdullah said
t hey nust understand the amendments were deci ded by the council after
taking i nto consideration the views expressed by all quarters.

"They nmust abi de by the decision,” he said.
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