12/ 05/ 2000
Ti nber convention to focus on Chi nese, Far East narkets

Ariff Awang
THE Mal aysi an Ti nber Marketing Conventi on (MIMC) 2000 wi Il focus on the
potential of Chinese and the Far East markets for the comodity.

MIMC chai rman Tunku Osman Ahmad said the convention, held for the first
time | ast year, should be attracting | ocal and foreign tinber
representatives who want to gain insight into these markets.

"I'n last year's convention, there were 21 strong del egati ons from Chi na.
In recognition of this fact, we have dedi cated a whol e session this year
on China and t he Far East," he sai d when announci ng details of MIMC 2000
in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Csman said with 1.2 billion potential tinber consuners and its inpending
entry into the World Trade Organi sation (WIQ), China hol ds great potenti al
as a market for tinber products.

"All these make up a potent brew of attractive business potential and
enticing trading possibilities," he added.

Apart froma presentation on business know how in the China nmarket, the
convention will al so have a panel discussion on the tinmber nmarkets of
Sout h Korea and Japan.

MIMC 2000 i s schedul ed to take place i n Kual a Lunpur from Sept enber 28
to 29 this year.

Csman said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhaned has agreed to
of ficiate MIMC 2000 whi ch represents the whol e spectrumof the Mal aysi an
tinber industry.

The convention is being jointly organi sed by ei ght nenbers of all
sectors of the tinber industry in Ml aysia such as Ml aysi an Wod
I ndustries Associ ation, Tinber Exporters' Associ ati on of Ml aysi a,

Mal aysi an Panel Products Manufacturers' Association and Mal aysi an
Furniture I ndustry Council.

Gsnman sai d anot her current topic in the global tinber industry which
wi Il be discussed during the conventionis tinber certification.

The di scussions will touch on the market for certified tinber in Europe
and the potential inmpact of the "tinber certificationtrend" on the rest
of the gl obal market for tinber products.

The MIMC 1999 attracted 325 tinber industry players from Ml aysi a and
other countries. 86 foreign participants from21 different countries took
part | ast year. Anong t hemwere fromEuropean countries such as Bel gi um
(2), Denmark (2), France (3), Germany (1), Holland (1) and UK (12). From
West Asian countries; Saudi Arabia (2), United Arab Enmirates (9) and Yenen
(2). Representatives fromAsian countries include Japan (1), South Korea
(3), China (21), Hong Kong (3), |Indonesia (2), Singapore (1) and Vi et nam
(1).
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