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Time for Penuda Umo to re-invent itself

Abdul | ah Ahnmad
MONEY is power in Anerican politics. It has al ways been so and shal
al ways be so. It is also true of Malaysian politics, and it manifested
itself in a big way in the 1987 Umo Suprene Council election. Now, noney
rul es suprene.

As in the US, those who control the econony al so nmanage politics. The
difference is, in Arerica it is open. In Malaysia it is circunspect and

| abyri nt hi ne.
Machi avel i wote 483 years ago that power is produced "either through
craft or force". | would like to add, if | may, noney, big dough.

Men and organi sations are not powerful because they exist. Leaders and
menbers make them so. Tom Wcker in "JFK and LBJ" said: "Rights are not
honour ed because they exist; nen conpel their recognition."

| amafraid the once-powerful Pemuda Umo which conpell ed Tunku Abdu
Rahman Putra to set the date for Ml ayan i ndependence or else... has
t hrough default acquiesced to its own enmascul ation.

It has becone a passive, even ineffectual wing of Umo which is also
under considerable threat fromPas and its junior partner Keadil an.

Pemuda Unmo's main function seens to be reacting to events rather than
spear headi ng a proactive agenda. It has an earnest if somewhat perplexing
| eader in the person of Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussei n, but does he get the
support of his executive comrittee? Even if he did, do you think the
menbers are the types who appeal to young Buni putera professionals and the
i deol ogi cal |y charged and i nbued, many of whom are joining the other Ml ay
parties?

Mal aysi an denocracy i s dangerously damaging itself by what has been and
i s happeni ng over Sugi u's demands and the counter-demands by the
Peni nsul ar Mal ay Students Association (GPMS). | have tine and again
witten and spoken asking everyone to | eave the | ong-settled sensitive
i ssue (which led to the vicious May 13 1969 race riots) alone, but to no
avail. Indeed, sone quarters even encouraged and are still pressing for
debat es on t he subject.

Little do they realise they are actually stoking a dangerous fire that
can engulf the nation anytine.

Chauvi ni sts, politicians and even newspapers are behaving in a manner
demeani ng to thensel ves as they conpete with each other, determined to
pl ace their own raci al advantage, partisan and even personal advantage
above the interests of their country, and over peace and stability.

Inall this, what is nost striking is the blow that has been struck
agai nst Penuda Umo which is very clear to every young Mal ay, but until
now hardly anyt hi ng of substance has been said on the matter.

The events which have | ed to Penuda Umo's sel f-destruction are many,
one of which is that it does not possess even a hint of an alternative
vi ewpoi nt within the party.

| do not believe Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, the Umo president,
curtails liberties in the nane of greater and nore centralised power for
hi nsel f. Then who is to blane? What is it? Self-censorship, too rmuch
political correctness to secure anbition, or sinply political ennui?

Pemuda Unmo's traditional role as the vanguard, pronoter, and protector
of Malay nationalismand |Islamhas been seized by GPMS, which was once | ed
by Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi .

Has Penmuda Umo becone ineffectual because it |acks a well thought out



political programe? Whatever it is, Permuda Umo's i mage anong t he Mal ays
has suffered a great dimnution because of its own doi ng.

I know neither the president of Umo nor Abdullah stifles Penuda Umo.
There is nothing to sap its vitality when none exi sts. Wat Pernuda Umo
needs urgently is to re-discover the rationale for its existence, and
recogni sable political and social programres. Perhaps, as a beginning, it
shoul d go back to basics - Umo ABCs, training, acquire ideol ogical
fundanental s and political skills.

Inits 51 years, Penuda Umo has produced two of the four prine
m nisters, Tun Razak and Tun Hussein Onn; but one of its illustrious
| eaders was Tun Sardon Jubir, who with his deputy Datuk Ahnmad Badaw
(Abdul lah's father) unilaterally fixed the Merdeka date and forced the
Tunku to accept it. Sardon becane a | ong-time Cabi net nminister and
governor of Penang.

Umo Yout h nenbers may be persuaded to el ect businessnmen, but | can tel
you straight that if that happens it won't be good for Permuda Umo and may
even hasten it on the road to irrelevance in Malay politics. Don't say |
have not warned the party. The cynical young voters know | eaders who are
particul arly unscrupul ous about using noney to secure party posts.

Nor will the young voters be inpressed by titles - deserved or
ot herwi se. The young Buni puteras are | ooking for an intell ectual,
religious, scrupul ous and credible political |eadership. Sardon and
Hussein were plain "mister" when they were Penmuda Umo chi ef. Razak wsa a
her edi tary Dat uk.

The practical consequences of young | eaders who obtai ned "undeserved
honour™ in particular bring disrepute in an increasingly egalitarian Ml ay
politics. Shape up or lose out in the battle for the hearts and minds of
the young who are generally lean and strongly inmbued with idealismand
i magi nati on.

The Mal ays have entrusted their future to Umo since 1946. It has
delivered, but can it continue to do so with an enmascul ated third-rate
second echel on? Anyt hi ng whi ch further dimnishes Perruda Umo t hreat ens
Umo itself.

Separating thenselves fromthe rest through an ostentatious lifestyle is
not only iniquitous and politically unwise, but it nakes the pretence of
egal i tarian denocracy a farce.

Penmuda Umo is unwittingly, I amafraid, providing political fodder to
Pas, Keadilan, and the Mal ay youth in general.

| knowit is in the nature of all human beings, indeed it is inherent in
the corrupting effect of these noney bagmen, to appear superior, but they
can't do this because they are in politics which is fast becom ng
i deol ogi cal | y charged agai n. Penuda Umo should strive to reverse this
money politics which has becone a great burden on the party. Its
| eader shi p nust choose between politics and busi ness. One cannot do both,
especially when it involves contracts and devel opnent in constituenci es.

Penmuda Ummo nust becone "young-people friendly". It will be a brave
| eader who will make Pemuda Umo nore accessible to young Bumi puteras.

| should point out that Penuda Umo and Umo are unfortunately
percei ved, though wrongly, as anxious to linmt nenbership of young
Bum putera (and therefore dissent?). Unless Umo corrects this perception
and soon, it will be facing a nbst damagi ng protest, if not revolt, by
2004.

Pemuda Unmo nust nake connection with young Bum puteras. Go and reach
out to the alienated Bum putera young nen and wonen everywhere, build
bonds and nmmi ntain a consci enti ous nexus. |If Penuda Umo falters, half of
the future electoral battle will already be | ost.

H shanmuddi n told ne and ot hers at cl osed-door neetings that he has



pl ans, imaginative progranmes, | believe, and if they are attractive,

serious and attainable, I will be Permuda Umo's | oudest cheerl eader.
Pl ease don't wait for another year to pass by. Penuda Umo nmust not only
be seen but heard as well. Hitherto, it has been seen and heard only once

a year, during its annual conference.
| shan't keep quiet if sone of the Penmuda Umo | eaders continue to use

money cynically to di mnish denbcracy and conprom se Mal ay sovereignty,
for which Malay fathers and nothers and the present Penuda Umo's
grandparents fought so hard and sacrificed so nuch.

They made sacrifices to | eave us a | egacy which is now under threat al
over again, in just half a century.

Sai nt- Exupery in "Flight to Arras" wote: "Only he can understand what a
farmis, what a country is, who shall have sacrificed part of hinself to
his farmor country."

( END)
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