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Ti me Umo Yout h woke up

M A. Rahman
THE many anal yses and criticisns of Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein's
| eadershi p of Umo Youth indicates all is not so well in the novenent vis-

a-vis Umo itself.

The Yout h novenent has al ways been pivotal in training future | eaders of
Umo and its success was al so reflected in Keadilan's fortunes whenits
| eaders, who are forner Umo Youth stalwarts, won a few seats.

Ger ak genpur, jangan genpur or jangan canpur, seens to be the order of
the day. It is nowa timd novenment, instead of roaring to fend enemni es
off its territories

As a nenber of Umo who watched fromthe sidelines the goings-on in the
Yout h novenent, | cannot hel p but feel sorry for H shammddin as he is
surrounded by wel |l -wi shers instead of doers, and others who are just
waiting to eat himup, given half a chance

Criticismis by no neans harnful, but threatening to resign every tine
things are not right inthe party is a stupid thing to do. Instead of just
angling for pity and seeking solace in calls asking these people to
withdrawtheir resignations, the Umo Youth | eader shoul d | ook i nward and
seek hel p.

Rurmpur s and negati ve reports abound regardi ng Umo Youth's inability to
face future political challenges. This does not augur well for the Ml ays
who had held to the belief that Umo was the only chanpion of their future
generati ons.

It is being challenged by no other than fornmer Umo nenbers t hensel ves
who have found sol ace i n supporting Keadilan. It is not because Umo is
bad, but Keadilan appears to be a venue and outlet to vent one's
frustrations and chall enge the authorities.

For those who do not fancy wearing a skullcap or sporting a goatee and
being identified with Pas, Keadilan is the answer.

Say what you want, throw stones at the police, stop any bus you think is
carryi ng phantomvoters, it all boils down to one thing: Wat is Umo
Yout h going to do about it?

These detractors have the foreign nmedia on their side and Suhakami s
ever ready to censure the police for over-reacting. Sonetinmes, | wonder if
they think we are in sone city in South Anerica or Africa where the
Oppositionis constantly harassed, ki dnapped and mained for life, or even
killed.

W are indeed bl essed by | eaders fromdifferent racial backgrounds who
have one political belief, i.e., "peaceful co-existence" in a country
wher e extreme views are | ooked upon with di sdain and probl ens are sol ved
t hrough strong political will and racial goodw I I.

The Opposition parties are treadi ng on dangerous ground and t hey know
it. They cannot deny that they are associated with and supported by
out si ders. They get to be in news highlights outside the country, and
t hese are good for their ego

Perhaps, if it is not too insulting to some of these Umo Youth
activists, | suggest they should go back to basics and | earn the art of
war, tactics and strategy as well as the art of propaganda and politica
i ndoctri nation.

Do not just look at the possibility of beconing CEO of a public-listed
conpany, or harass Finance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n for contracts, or
witeto Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad for speci al



favours

Umo Youth nust be revanped, its nmenbership drive taken to the
grassroots level, universities and coll eges.

G ve the Youth novenent a newlife, be nore aggressive, revive the gerak
genpur and convi nce them Umo shoul d be the No. 1 choi ce.

Tell the people that the OQpposition is nothing but a group giving voi ce
to unfulfilled egos, fully supported by outsiders and neo-econom ¢ and
political colonialists intent on subjugating Mal aysi a.

Umo Youth shoul d al so do a soul -searchi ng exerci se and choose | eaders
committed to the overall political agenda of the party. They shoul d not
| ead the Youth novement for a self-enrichment trip, or wait for a
political appointnent to statutory bodies or as a political proxy in
public-listed companies.

The probl ens seen today are partly due to these | eaders who feel they
are rich enough to influence party el ections and that they have t he noney
to bring H shamuddin to his knees.

O hers are known to align thensel ves with certain business entities and
non- Mal ay business figures to influence the Youth el ection.

Sel l'ing your soul to the devil will definitely enrich oneself, but wll
also give birth to would-be devils in the party.

As an Umo nenber, | amupset over the Lunas debacl e, but Umo Youth
shoul d not be bl amed for the defeat.

Nei t her shoul d the deputy Youth chief take personal blanme for the
fiasco.

It nust be renenbered fromnow on that any seat |eft vacant requiring a
by- el ecti on shoul d be gi ven to a popul ar candi date, irrespective of the BN
party they represent.

Lunas is one | esson that an unpopul ar candi date not accepted by the
peopl e i s dooned to defeat.

The use of propaganda, runour-nongering and gangster tactics are
apparently the effective canpai gn machi nati ons of the Qpposition

Pol i ce i naction added to the bol dness of the Qpposition and the BN
attitude of over-confidence drove the final nail in the coffin. Lest
others tend to think that Umo will becone a senile weakling, the Youth
nmovenent shoul d wake up fromits sl unber.



	Time Umno Youth woke up (NST 16/12/2000)

