20/ 08/ 2000
TNB clinch it real early

Radzi e Sapi ee

TENAGA Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) lifted the MHF-M I o-NSC Juni or League title
when t hey beat Perak school s chanpi ons Andersonian 1-0 in their |ast
prelimnary match at the Pantai Stadi umin Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The narrow vi ctory extended their unbeaten run to 10 wins and two draws,
giving thema total of 32 points.

TNB ar e si x poi nts ahead of their closest chall engers and | ast year's
champions A d La Sallians Association, Kl ang (0 ak) who have coll ected 26
poi nts and have one nore match to play.

O ak have been holding the title since 1997.

It was not an easy win for the power nen as Andersoni ans cane | ooki ng
for a win and a passage into the senifinals.

The match coul d have gone either way until a TNBinitiated attack in the
58t h mi nut e saw Kaval preet Singh's shot bl ocked by Ander soni an keeper
Mahat hi r Thayi n but Orar Hafiz Rahmat Ali pounced on the rebound and
scor ed.

But TNB who needed just a drawto confirmtheir grip on the | eague title
were only relieved when the final horn was sounded.

Arelieved coach K Rajan said he was i n suspense until the match ended.

He added that the pressure was on themas the players were tired after
Friday's match agai nst Dato' Taha (Secondary School).

TNB canme back froma goal down to beat Dato' Taha 4-1.

Rajan said it was a sweet wi n over Andersoni ans and t he pl ayers deserved
to be rewarded.

"We woul d share our w nnings (RMLO, 000 for the | eague titl e and RM3, 000
fromwi nning 10 matches) with the players," he added.

TNB nade their debut in 1998 to end second | ast but inproved by | eaps
and bounds in the mddle of | ast season to becone the | eague runners-up
and finish third overall.

Ander soni an, on the other hand, started the season strongly but |ike the
| ast two seasons funbl ed towards the end and failed to nake the
sem finals.

Asked i f TNB woul d make it a doubl e by taking the overall fromd ak
Raj an said they woul d take a step at a tine and concentrate on wi nning the
semfinals first.

A ak, Penang Juniors and Bukit Jalil Sports School have also qualified
for the lasrt four.

In Mal acca, Dato' Taha beat MPPJ 3-2 in another close encounter to
fini sdh among the top six.

They scored through |Ismail Akbal, Norzaiful Rizal Saaba and Fahar ul
Nazrey Harun in the 7th, 21st and 42nd mi nutes while MPPJ netted their
solitary through Rashi di Abdul Wahab and Kumaran Basker in the 26th and
46t h m nut es.

I n Serenban, Bandar Penawar Sports School surprised honesters Tanpin
District with an early goal to snatch a 2-2 draw.

Bandar Penawar who earned t he whi pping boys i mage | ast year opened
accounts with a fourth mnute goal by | zwan Hassan before Ali Mbhai deen
equal i sed for Tanmpin 11 minutes |ater.

I zwan who played in the Under-16 Asia Cup in Singapore sounded the board
again in the 56th mnute and Tanpi n was headi ng for a defeat when Mhaned
Nafiri Nor put inthe equaliser five mnutes before the final whistle.

At the National Hockey Stadiumin Bukit Jalil bottomplaced English



Col | ege hel d Kedah Sports Council to a 1-1 draw.

Kedah Sports Council took the | ead through Faridz Hashimin the 25th
m nute of f a penalty corner but English Coll ege snatched the equal i ser
when Haf ezan Hanzah scored just before the breather.

Results: TNB 1 Andersoni an 0, Tanpi n 2 Bandar Penawar 2, Dato' Taha 3
MPPJ 2, English College 1 Kedah SC 1.
Al matches at 5.0.
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