22/ 07/ 2000
"Electronic city' to be set up in Kl ang Vall ey

Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUVMPUR, Fri. - An "electronic city" selling various electrical and
el ectronic goods is expected to be set up here next year, Domestic Trade
and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said today.

He said the mnistry had taken the initiative to discuss the plan with
el ectrical goods manufacturers, Cty Hall and a real estate agency to
identify the nost suitable site.

"During the initial discussion, response fromthose in the industry is
good as this nay be the other alternative for themto sell their
products," he said after |aunching the annual Ml aysi a Audi o Show 2000.

The three-day Mal aysi a Audi o Show 2000 at the Legend Hotel here is
organi sed by Tanway Sdn Bhd and the New Straits Tines G oup and has 63
parti ci pati ng conpani es.

Al so present were group editors of the New Straits Tinmes Ahmad A Talib
and Berita Harian Datuk Ahmad Rej al Arbee.

The el ectronic city, Mihyiddin said, would be simlar to the Aki bara
El ectronic City in Japan which functions as a one-stop-centre for
el ectrical goods.

"The plan was the brainchild of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad. It will in the long run provide consuners with nore choi ces of
goods. "

On whet her such a system (selling goods under one roof) would be
extended to other products, he said the mnistry would concentrate on the
el ectrical and el ectronic goods first.

On whet her the Government night offer incentives to conpanies wishing to
set up business in the electronic city, he said, the mnistry would | ook
into the matter if there was such demand made by the industry.

Earlier, in his speech, Mihyiddin said the inprovenent in the econony
was a good indicator of the devel opnment of other sectors of the econony
I'i ke manufacturing and distribution and trade.

He said the industrial sector had recorded a growh of 8.9 per cent |ast
year conpared to the negative growh of 13.7 per cent in 1998.

"This is due to the rising demand for and exports of electrical and
el ectroni c equi prent and appl i ances.

"The total export value for |ast year stood at RML88.2 billion."

At the sane tine, he said, the value for the trading sector was | ooking
good and expect to soar to a new peak.

Muhyi ddi n said the value for the whol esale and retail sector including
hotel and restaurants for |ast year stood at RVM28.6 billion which was 15.2
per cent of the GDP

"Consuner optimsmalso soared to a new peak in the third quarter of
1999, even the business comunity is beconing increasingly optimstic and
expects strong new orders and an increase in sales in the com ng nonths,"
he added.
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