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FOR of ficers of the enforcenent divisionof Jabatan Agama | sl am Sel angor
(JAI'S - the Selangor Islamc Religious Departnment), they now epitom se
religious contradictions.

On June 11, the officers decided to raid a restaurant in Damansara
Ut ama, one of its normal operations to uphold the sanctity of the
religion.

Less than two weeks later, the officers and departnent are being seen as
religious zealots giving Islama bad nane.

As much as the episode is a one off thing, the furore over it has the
trappings of turning into areligious conflict heavily laced with
political selfishness

As it is, Pas has already cone out openly to defend JAIS.

The DAP, an ally of Pas in the opposition front has, however, joined the
chorus of others, rangi ng fromwonen's groups and governnent | eaders to
| ocal entertainer associations to condemn the raid.

The protest is not so nuch about the raid as about the reasons behind
the arrest of the 15 Muslins. The justification given by JAIS for the
arrests is that these people were on prem ses where | i quor was bei ng sol d.

This is not the first time JAIS enforcement activities have raised
controversy.

Sone three years ago, its officers arrested three Malay girls for
participating in a beauty contest.

The departnent was then repri manded by no | ess than Prinme M ni ster Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad hi nsel f who descri bed the action as that of "a
group of people who allowed a little power to get to their head"

This tinme around, it was Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi who took the departnment to task for its action

Sonehow or ot her, Abdullah is treadi ng on "dangerous grounds” for his
repri mand.

As it is, Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor has already fired the first
sal vo, saying that the deputy prine mnister had acted i n haste by
criticising the JAIS officers.

Fadzil is already scoring points with the Islam sts by expressing
synpathy for the JAI'S officers.

It isdifficult when dealing with anything done in the name of religion
I slamand ot her faiths included.

Those working in the name of religion are usually placed on pedestals
far above representatives of other entities.

As such, it makes it difficult for other authorities to check on the
behavi our of those working to pronote religion frombeing subjected to the
possi bilities of going against the religionitself.

Inshort, conflicts between governnents and religi ous authorities have
prevailed and will continue to do so.

H st ory has shown how Christians during the M ddl e Ages had gone t hr ough
conflicts dubbed by scholars as the battle between the Church and State,

i n which priests fought agai nst kings to secure the power of rulingthe
nation.

At one stage, papal nonarchy was established in Europe i n which the pope
becane the | eader in place of the traditional king.

At the same tine, there have al so been cases in which the State
cooperated with the Church to justify the action of the former in pursuing



its political strength.

Such was the i nquisition by Isabella which, to cap off the reconquest of
Spai n fromthe Musli mMors, was used agai nst those fromfaiths other than
Christianity.

The | ater Spanish inquisition, under Charles | and his son Philip Il
used t he power of the Church to carry out counter-reformation to justify
suppressi on agai nst the Protestants and to strengthen the political wll
of Catholic |eaders.

The point is that all these episodes had all owed the worst act of
tyranny to be justified because of the religious cloak they carried.

O course, it is unfair to equate the JAIS incident to that of the
i nqui sitions.

Yet, the fact renains that actions carried out in the name of religion
no matter how contradictory they may be to the teachings of the religion,
had been al l owed to pass for fear of being perceived as goi ng agai nst the
religion.

Simlarly in the case of the JAI'S enforcenent.

Criticising it has the potential of exposing one to saying sonething
agai nst |slam

As it is, certain quarters are already trying to use the issue of
norality as a weapon to justify the enforcenent neasure.

In short, the norality of those arrested is being put to question. This
has the potential of turning the whol e i ssue agai nst Abdul | ah and t hose
who opposed the raid.

I f these quarters can convince the Mal ays that those arrested were of
| esser norals, thenthe JAIS officers will be deened as heroes for being
brave to fight against imorality among Mislins.

Then the whol e issue will definitely deviate fromthe original track

The fact of the case is sinple - whether or not the JAIS officers had
act ed beyond the perineters provided under the state Islamc | aws.

Next, can the Malays in the country accept the justifications given by
JAI'S, that these people were arrested because they were on a prem se where
i quor was being sold, is truly according to the teachi ngs of Islanf

Yet, given the way the political tw st that has been added, there is a
strong possibility that quite a nunber of Malays will be nade to believe
that the criticisnms were agai nst | sl amand not agai nst errant of ficers.
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