03 FEB 2000
Messages- Mahat hi r
TOLERANCE W LL ENSURE SUCCESS FOR ALL- DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad sai d today Mal aysi ans can take pride in their long standing spirit
of tol erance which has brought success to the country.

The Prime Mnister said even though the country's adm ni stration was
led by Muslins, the governnent had never restricted the followers of other
religions frompractising their faith or cultures.

"In fact mnorities in Malaysia are a very fortunate lot," Dr Mahathir
said in his message to mark Chinese New Year which falls on Saturday.

He said Mal aysi ans of various races and religions were a rationa
peopl e who val ued peace and harnony anong them

"Cel ebrations to mark the Year of the Dragon will no doubt be nore
joyful and meaningful this time not only because it is being observed in
the new m |l ennium but al so because the country is now free from econom c
pressures,” Dr Mhathir said.

Mal aysi ans shoul d be thankful that their country was not very badly
af fected by the econom ¢ downturn which hit the region as nost of themwere
still able to lead a confortable life, he said.

"Neverthel ess we should learn fromthis incident as we have seen the
destruction it had brought to certain other countries,” Dr Mhathir said.

The Prime Mnister and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mhaned Ali wi shed all
Mal aysi an Chi nese " Sel amat Tahun Baru."

MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik was happy that the Chi nese
community had played a positive role in hel ping the government revive the
econony.

Event hough t he econony was gai ning strength, the people should continue
to support and cooperate with the governnent in its efforts to inplenent
the various policies for the good of the country, he said.

"I hope Mal aysians will continue to strengthen their unity and val ue
the social stability and peace which we have been enjoying so long," Dr
Li ng sai d.

Cerakan President Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k urged Chinese Mal aysi ans
to continue to work harder and nore closely with the governnment to explore
the great potentials of the new century.

"The recent economi c crisis seenmed to be a gargantuan chal |l enge.
However the governnent together with the support of the people has nanaged
to overcone such odds."

"Al though we can take pride in having achieved a [ ot, we nust take
steps to do even nore and do it better," he said.

He said the overwhel m ng mandate given by Chinese Ml aysi ans for the
Bari san Nasional in |ast year's general election was a sign that they
wanted the nation to continue to be forward-|ooking, progressive,
denocratic, stable and harnoni ous.
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