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Tol erance - key to success

ITis not a hollow observation. The minorities in Ml aysia, as pointed out
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad in his Chi nese New Year
message, are a very fortunate lot. Unlike some mnorities in certain parts
of the world, they can maintain their respective identity and observe
their religion, culture and tradition without restrictions.

The nation's civil fabric is not violated by any formof congenital
neurosi s, which is not accessible to rational conprehension such as anti -
Semiticism Nor is it tainted by any racist belief that mght discrimnate
others or put themon the periphery of society. But the peace and harnony
enj oyed by the peopl e would not have been achi eved without their |ong-
standing spirit of tolerance. There is every reason for all Mal aysi ans,
irrespective of race or creed, to take immense pride in this spirit of
tolerance. It is this spirit of tol erance which has brought success to the
country and its soci o-econonm ¢ endeavours.

Such a spirit is evident in our famlies, religious institutions,
corridors of schools, |lecture halls and dormtories of universities and
the workplace. It is seen in the heartfelt participation of Mal aysians in
the religious or cultural celebrations of their friends and nei ghbours.
There is no oddity in the sight of baju kurung-clad Chinese and I ndi ans
joining the Muslins in celebrating Hari Raya Aidil Fitri or the Mislinms
ushering in the Chinese New Year with their Chinese friends. The nerry-
maki ng is shared by all and sundry.

Qur spirit of tolerance has proven to be resilient in the face of
chal l enges. Unlike sone countries, it is not a veneer that only hol ds as
|l ong as nmaterial prosperity keeps the country's civility frombeing put to
the test. The economic crisis in certain countries w tnessed the
resent nent agai nst another race acquiring a newvolatility. Qur detractors
asserted that our econonic success served as a kind of surrogate self-
confi dence which conceal ed i nner political hollowness. An econom c crisis,
they said, would unravel our political stability. But we proved t hem
w ong. W showed our true countenance as a unified country during the
econom ¢ problens. The West will continue to nake a bogeyman of our
denocracy as long as they feel our |eadership does not kowmow to them But
the years of denpcracy in sone Western countries do not nake themcivil as
seen fromthe radical, chauvinistic and xenophobic acts of violence there.

However, it is easy to be conplacent or take things for granted. Easy it
is too to forget those arduous years of our forefathers who made
sacrifices to bring forth the country's independence. The | evel of
sophi sticati on which we enjoy now does not give us the right to brush
asi de as historical excrenent our forefathers' efforts to weave in unity
into our social fabric. The tendency of the elders to rem nd the young of
the racial riots of May 13, 1969, does not stemfroman irrational fear of
ghosts fromthe past. Nor is the fear of this inconceivable incident
omi present. But the el ders recognise the need to pay heed to history,
for, as seen in volatile parts of the world, not heeding the past will
allowa cultured nation to slip into barbarism

The sensitivities shown in our handling of all matters pertaining to
religion and race do not indicate a weakness in our unity. Rather, it
denmonstrates the strength of our unity. As we usher in the Year of the
Dragon, we will continue to mani fest our tolerance in word and i n deed.
Gong Xi Fa Cai
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