11/ 08/ 2000
Tongues wag but Abu Hassan has done the right thing

Ahmad A Talib
ARE t here anynore skel etons falling out of the political cupboard? O have
we seen the last of then®

Oficial confirmation yesterday of Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Qmar's
resi gnati on as Sel angor Menteri Besar has triggered i ntense di scussion on
the reasons behind his departure.

Abu Hassan had earlier invited the nedia to a conference at his official
resi dence in Shah Alam but deci ded agai nst it around noon.

No reasons for the cancellation were given and this in itself has
triggered fresh specul ati ons. Tongues wagged even nore as observers tried
to pi ece together why it was cancel | ed, considering that the whol e country
was nore than eager to learn the full story behind Abu Hassan's deci si on.

That the Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, had wasted no
time in accepting Abu Hassan's resignation, has | ed nany people to
concl ude t hat Abu Hassan's "personal " reasons were very serious i ndeed. In
fact, it may not be wong to conclude that Abu Hassan - dubbed M C ean -
sawlittl e chance of effectively defendi ng what ever all egations | evelled
agai nst him

H s deci sion nust be respected, and the reasons nust have been
overwhel m ng and very conpelling for Dr Mahathir to have accepted the
resignation i mediately. Attenpts by Menbers of Parlianment and State
Assenbl ynen from Sel angor also failed to convince Dr Mahathir to
reconsi der his decision. It does seemthat Abu Hassan's "personal " reasons
were sinply too strong, too conpelling.

Whet her his resignation fromthe post he held for the | ast three years
and two nmonths i s an "admi ssion" of whatever wongdoi ng on Abu Hassan's
part is left to everyone's guess, but he has certainly done the right
thing by quitting.

Havi ng dealt with the issue swiftly, Dr Mahathir now focuses his
attention on finding a suitable replacement. This may not be easy. It mnust
be noted that two other former chief executives fromSel angor left their
of fice in somewhat questi onabl e manner.

Datuk Harun Idris (1964 to 1976) resigned as MB on March 18, 1976 after
being found guilty of three corruption charges. He was jailed for two
years and recei ved the royal pardon on Aug 31, 1987.

Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhammad Tai b (1986 to 1997) resigned on April 14, 1997
and took | eave fromhis post as Umo vice-president to stand trial in an
Australian court in connectionwith an all eged attenpt to bring out of the
country about RM2. 4 million in various currencies. He was acquitted in My
1998. He was al so acquitted on Dec 29, 1998 i n Kual a Lunmpur on charges of
failing to fully declare his assets to the Anti-Corrupti on Agency.

To hel p nmake the sel ection easier, or credible, perhaps those in the
position to be considered should raise their hands and own up if they have
any skel et ons hi dden sonmewhere. For the sake of King and country, and the
future of the nation's children, they better state their liabilities now,
bef ore someone sonewher e exposes t hem
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