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Towar ds better co-operation with Ml aysia

TODAY we are celebrating the 29th Anniversary of our National and

I ndependence Day. | extend ny warmfelicitations to all Bangl adesh
national residing in Malaysia. On this auspicious occasion, we recall with
deepest gratitude the father of our nation freedomfighters and martyrs
who sacrificed their lives for the cause of freedom independence and
national liberty of the Bangalis.

We pray to Almghty Allah for the salvation of their souls. | would al so
like to record our deep appreciation and gratitude to the Government and
peopl e of Malaysia for their full cooperation and support which they have
extended to the H gh Comm ssion and our nationals living in Mlaysia.

W have great adnmiration for the remarkabl e soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent
in Mal aysi a under the dynanic | eadership of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad. Bangl adesh t oo, under the dynami c | eadership of Prine
M ni st er Shei kh Hasi na, the daughter of Bangabandhu Shei kh Miji bur Rahman,
the father of the nation, has taken various nmeasures to infuse dynam smin
all activities of econony.

A favourabl e at nosphere for private and foreign i nvest nent had been
created and a package of attractive incentives and facilities are being
offered to draw foreign investnents.

Bangl adesh and Mal aysi a enjoy excellent relations on the basis of
fraternal cooperation and mutual goodwill. There are as many as 10
agreenments signed between Bangl adesh and Mal aysi a covering trade, culture,
air service, econom c investnment pronotion, information cooperation, news
exchange etc.

Mal aysi a exported to Bangl adesh in 1999 US$131 million (RWVA98 million)
wort h of goods, the trade balance is in favour of Ml aysia. Al so Ml aysia
is one of the major investors in Bangl adesh. Recently Ml aysia invested in
the field of teleconms, LPG oil exploration, energy and several joint
venture projects are in the pipeline.

A | arge nunber of Bangl adeshi professionals, skilled, sem-skilled and
unskilled are playing a coomendable role in fulfilling the human resources
gap of Malaysia in one hand and contributing the econom c devel opnent of
Bangl adesh on t he ot her hand.

Bangl adesh is committed to the principles and objectives of the UN, O C,
the Commonweal t h and t he Non- Ali gned Movenent. Bangl adesh has consistently
striven to pronote and strengthen good rel ati ons anong the Sout h Asi an
countries through regi onal cooperation under the aegis of SAARC

In conclusion, | wish to convey our sincere gratitude to the Governnent
and the people of Malaysia for their assistance, understandi ng and
cooperation that we have al ways recei ved towards enhanci ng the i nage of
Bangl adesh while contributing to the econonmi ¢ devel opnent of Ml aysi a.

May Al mighty Allah bless us and help us to further develop all round
cooperation between our two brotherly countries.
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