16/ 11/ 2000

Toyad: Congressnen still pro-Mlaysian

THE Foreign M nistry doesn't believe that Janus Merrit Strategy's efforts
to influence the Arerican Congress to i mpose political and econom c
sancti ons agai nst Mal aysi a woul d wor k because nmany of its Congressnen are
still pro-Malaysian.

Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad said this was because
Mal aysi a had a | ot of investnents inthe United States and the Congressnen
cared too nuch for their constituents which had busi ness interest here.

"I't is widely known that many Aneri cans have busi ness i nterest here. To
t hem Mal aysi a has potential, and do not want to nmiss the opportunities,’
he said during the debate on the 2001 Budget.

He said bilateral relations between Mal aysia and Arerica nay be severed
due to JMS's action which had al so | obbied the latter's congressmen to
demand the rel ease of fornmer Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| br ahi m

"We view JMS action seriously as it can affect the country's i mage.
JMS's duty istoinprove its client's image politically and economically
so that the American Congress woul d approve resol uti ons whi ch woul d
benefit their clients.

JMS i s headed by two directors, Mark J. Robertson and Scott Hof f man
whi l e Pal estinian Omr Nashahi bi is a researcher with JM5, who had
actively organi sed denonstrati ons agai nst Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad whil e he was i n Chicago recently.

Toyad said reports were recei ved sayi ng that Anwar's supporters agreed
with JMS's suggestion dated Aug 24, where JM5 woul d organi se programres
that coul d put political and economi c pressure on Mal aysia wi th the ai mof
freei ng Anwar.
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