08/ 10/ 2000

Trans- Asi a Rai l way gets unani nous vote

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Al Asean Transport M ni sters have unani nously
accepted the proposal to devel op the Trans-Asia Railway |inking Singapore
to Kunm ng i n China via several Asean countries, including Ml aysia.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the decision was
made foll owing the tabling of the feasibility study of the project by
Mal aysi a at the Asean Transport M nisters' mneeting which he attended in
Brunei recently.

Fol |l ow ng their acceptance, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad woul d submit the feasibility study at i nternational conferences
i nvol vi ng Asean countries to get nore vi ews and suggesti ons regardi ng t he
project, Dr Ling told reporters after neeting with State Road Transport
Departnent directors at the mnistry here today.

He said the feasibility study was jointly conducted by three | ocal
conmpani es - KL Consultant, Zaaba Consul tancy and t he Econom cs Facul ty of
Uni versiti Mal aya.

He said the study enconpassed vari ous aspects incl udi ng economi c,
engi neering, touri smand devel opnent and al so howt he project could help
pronote cl oser rel ati ons anbng Asean countri es.

The proposal for the Trans-Asia Railway project, spanning 5,513kmacross
seven Asean countries, was first nooted at the Asean Summit in Bangkok in
1995.

Three rout es were suggested nanely Si ngapore-Kual a Lunpur - Bangkok
Kanpuchea- Vi et nam Kunmi ng; Si ngapor e- Kual a Lunpur - Bangkok- Laos- Vi et nam
Kunm ng; and Si ngapore-Kual a Lunpur - Bangkok Myanmar - Kunmi ng.

I ndonesi a, Brunei and the Philippines are not involved in the project.
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