17/ 10/ 2000
Trans-Asia rail link project to be discussed at 3rd Asem neet

Kamar ul Yunus

ASI AN and European | eaders will deliberate on the recommendati ons by two
consultants on the US$2.5 billion (US$1 = RM3.80) Trans-Asia rail |ink
project at the third Asia-Europe Meeting (Asen) in Seoul this week.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is expected to present
the reconmendati ons at the neeting schedul ed for Cctober 20 and 21,"
Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said.

He was asked whether the recomendations will be presented at Asem or
the informal summit of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (Asean)
schedul ed next nont h.

"If I amnot mstaken, the Prine Mnister will present the
recommendati ons at the Asemneet," he told Business Tines in Sepang
yest er day.

On Septenber 27, Dr Ling had said that the recomendati ons of a study on
the proposed Trans-Asia rail link will be presented at the Asean i nfornal
summ t in Singapore from Novenber 22 to 25.

However, he had not dism ssed the possibility that the recommendati ons
will also be tabled at the Asean + 3 (Japan, China and South Korea) and
Asem neeti ngs.

Since Asemw | be held ahead of the Asean informal sunmt, the
reconmendati ons are expected to be presented at the neeting first.

The establishnment of a 4, 700km Si ngapore- Chi na Trans-Asia railway |ink
(comencing initially with the railway project of the Mekong Basin
devel oprment) to be subsequently integrated with the Trans-Europe rail way
network was proposed at the inaugural Asemin Bangkok in 1996.

Asem countries conprise Brunei, China, |ndonesia, Japan, South Korea
Mal aysi a, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam Austria, Belgium
Denmar k, Finland, France, CGermany, G eece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Net her | ands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and the UK. It also includes the
Eur opean Conmmi ssi on.

The Cabi net endorsed the reconmendations for the rail |ink between
Si ngapore and Kunming in China in Septenber 27.

Dr Ling had said the two consultants have conpleted their report and he
had presented it at the Cabi net neeting.

The massi ve project was proposed in 1995 and Mal aysi a was asked to head
a special working group to look into its viability.

A conmittee, chaired by Dr Ling, appointed Mal aysian consultants KL
Consult and Za' aba Consultant to conduct the study.

The nminister said the consultants proposed that the main railway |ine
connect Singapore, Kuala Lunpur, Bangkok, Phnom Penh, Hanoi and Kunm ng.
Two spur lines will also be devel oped, between Vientiane in Laos and the
Vung Anh port in Vietnam and between Myanmar and Thai |l and.

Dr Ling had noted that it is fortunate all eight countries involved use
the sane netre-gauge railway tracks.

"W do not need to step up or build newtracks or have trains stop to
nmove on to a different kind of tracks."

The presentation of the recommendati ons at Asem and Asean neetings is to
determ ne how to finance the project and carry out necessary works.

Wirk on the project is likely to kickstart in 2003 and conpl et ed by
2006.
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