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Treacherous renmarks by "envoys'
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I T has been a trend for several "reform sts" and "Anwaristas" to jet set
abroad and air their grievances to sel ect foreign audi ences.

They are invited to speak to academi cs, journalists and even foreign
policy makers about current political devel opnents in Ml aysi a.

Oten they are wel coned with open arns, especially by those foreigners
who regard themas the torchbearers of |iberal denocracy in Ml aysi a.

Their coments are highlighted in foreign newspapers and magazi nes.
Their thoughts and opinions are portrayed as representing the voice of the
Mal aysi an peopl e.

Their interpretation of political devel opnents in Malaysia is hardly
scrutinised by the foreign press or by acadenics of international repute.

To them these "anbassadors" from Mal aysia speak the truth and it is the
Mal aysi an Government that is spinning a web of deceit and chicanery to
cover up its sins.

These "goodwi I I " visits have elicited unwanted and ill-thought coments
fromforeign | eaders. Philippines President Joseph Estrada and Ami en Rais,
chai rman of I ndonesia's People's Consultative Assenbly have taken cheap
shots with off-the-cuff statenments i ntended to appease the visiting
"Anwari sta" delegation - usually led by Nurul |zzah, daughter of fornmer
Deputy Prine M nister, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Much of what is conveyed by Ml aysia' s sel f-appoi nted "spokespeopl e" are
of the "we want freedon, "we want Anwar out of jail", and "we want
denocracy” variety.

Wil e these sort of comments irresponsibly cast aspersions on our
country, nobst Ml aysi ans have vi ewed them as desperate neasures by a small
m nority who go abroad to nake and pronpt a damagi ng sound bite for the
| at est CNBC news cycl e.

A recent visit by a Ml aysian del egation to Thail and, however, raises
grave concerns about these parallel diplomatic channels that are being
cultivated by the political opposition.

The Nation, a leading English daily in Thailand, carried an article on
May 24 about a di al ogue session held by the Ml aysi an del egati on and a
group of academ cs and pressmnen.

The article focused on comments nade by Nurul |zzah. Her statenents were
the usual staple of oft-repeated refornmasi-talk

The remarks that are of great concern to Mal aysi ans are those nmade by
El i zabet h Wong, described in the article as "a | eadi ng hunan rights
canpai gner".

First, she chastises Thailand for renmi ning silent on the Anwar issue,
and bl ames this on the Asean policy of non-interference which she wants
done away with.

But it is her follow ng quote that nust be highlighted and pondered upon
by all Ml aysi ans.

To do justice to the article and the quote it is reprinted in verbatim
as follows:

She (Elizabeth Whng) said Mal aysia was sl owy beconing a police state,
adding "we've got a little Hitler in the making", in reference to
Mal aysi an Prinme M nister Mahat hir Mhanad.

Alittle Hitler in the naking? How can any fair-m nded Ml aysi an accept
such a rude, call ous and obtuse statenent? Dr Mahat hir has been call ed
many t hi ngs. In the Internet web pages he is mahazalim mahafiraun, etc.



But at | east these things have been said on the trash sheets of the
Internet - nost with very little credibility.

El i zabeth Wng took it upon herself to deliberately and maliciously
insult Dr Mahathir by comparing himw th one of the nost evil nmen in human
history in a widely read Thai mai nstream newspaper and to a captive
forei gn audi ence.

El i zabeth Wng took advantage of the international platformthat she was
given to make an unfounded conpari son.

How coul d she in her right m nd conpare Dr Mahathir with a nonster who
extermnated millions of people in concentration canp gas chanbers? How
can she in her right mnd conpare Dr Mahathir with a racist and
supremaci st dictator who believed in the superiority of the Aryan race?

How can she in her right m nd conpare Dr Mahathir with a war-wagi ng
extrem st who i nvaded nei ghbouring countries and started a world war? How
can she in her right mnd conpare Dr Mahathir with a thug who used storm
troopers to kill political enem es and burn down the Reichstag (Gernman
Parliament) to consolidate power?

How can she in her right mind conmpare Dr Mahathir with sonmeone whose
nane has becone synonynous with evil?

Such an unfair, hurtful and treacherous remark nmust not be left
unpuni shed. But | et the punishnent be the collective voice of fair-n nded
Mal aysi ans pouring scorn on the coment and on the person who said it. For
far too long the silent majority has renmained silent. For far too | ong we
have al | owed t hese di sl oyal Ml aysians to smear our country in the eyes of
the worl d.

We know that Dr Mahathir will not respond to Elizabeth Wng's cruel and
nasty remark. As Prine Mnister, he is above it - and rightly so. Instead,
| et us speak for him and |l et us speak for our country.



	Treacherous remarks by `envoys' (NST 06/06/2000)

