07/ 08/ 2000
Trio may be |l ast to see freedom

Tony Enmmanuel in Zanmboanga

THREE Mal aysi ans hel d captive by rebels in Jol o coul d end up being the
| ast hostages to be freed fol |l owi ng reported di sagreenments anong
"backdoor" em ssaries from Sabah.

Real i sing their presence here, Philippine Governnent-appointed chi ef
negoti at or Robert Aventaj ado sai d the em ssari es conplicated the nuch-
antici pated rel ease of Ken Fong, Basilius Jimand Kua Yu Loong - the
remai ni ng Mal aysi ans yet to see freedom

On April 23, 21 peopl e were taken hostages by ki dnappers from Pul au
Si padan, ni ne of whomwere Ml aysi ans.

Through the aid of a private channel, Aventajado sai d he had expressed
hi s di sappointnent to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohanmad over
t he epi sode.

Speaki ng at a Press conference before departing fromthe Edw n Andrews
Ai r Force base, Aventaj ado said the problem(delay in the rel ease of the
Mal aysi ans) rested with the Mal aysi an of ficial s.

Avent ajado was to neet the officials on Saturday, but the neeting never
mat eri al i sed.

Sources close to the governnent negoti ati ng panel disclosed that the
Sabah- based emi ssaries were carrying out their own negotiations with the
ki dnappers.

Claiming to represent the interest of the victinms' famlies, they were
wor ki ng out si de the of ficial know edge of both Mal aysi an and Phi | i ppi ne
Gover nnent s.

However, informants working for the negotiating panel reveal ed that the
em ssaries clai med they were worki ng under instructions fromDeputy
Education M ni ster Datuk Azi z Sansuddi n and forner Sabah Chief M nister
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee.

Bei ng of ficial governnent representatives, Aventajado saidit woul d not
be appropriate for themto be described as backdoor enissari es.

Citing an exanple, Aventajado recollected howthe Philippine nedia
clai ned that a Sabah-based drug | ord had pai d an undi scl osed anobunt of
ransomto secure the rel ease of the six Ml aysi ans.

"Such medi a reports shoul d not be |inked to governnent officials and it
was on this note that | aminviting the Mal aysians (Aziz and Yong) to
cl ear whatever m sconception there nmay be."

Avent aj ado sai d he was infornmed that both Aziz and Yong could arrive in
Zanboanga t onorr ow.

"Once they are here, | will imediately fly in fromManila."
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